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INSANITY AND CRIMINALITY

PLUS A FASCINATING PROVENANCE

1. BUCKNILL, John Charles

Unsoundness of mind in relation to criminal acts.  London: Longman, Brown, Green, Longmans & Roberts, 1857. 8vo. vi, l, 148 pp. Publisherõs blind-stamped cloth. Presentation copy from the author to Dr. [John 

P.]  Gray (assumed as there is the front of an envelope with Dr. Grayõs address and òfrom Dr. Bucknelló dated July 1875 glued onto the paste-down). 

 Second edition  of this essay investigating the relationship between insanity and criminality. Bucknill explores various subjects covering right  vs. wrong, good vs. evil, moral insanity, defining 

and characterizing delusions of the insane, moral and homicidal insanity, pyromania and kleptomania, among other topics. Including a range of case examples, Bucknill argues that fitting  punishments for crimes 

is as important and comparable to fitting  medication for sicknesses. As a firm advocate for patient rights, Bucknill educates on his field through the lens and benefit of both patient and society.

 Bucknill (1817-1897) was an English psychiatrist and pivotal figure in the field of insanity. He was a firm believer in patient rights, visiting asylums in Europe and America to advocate in favor 

of non-restraint tactics for agitated patients and the benefits of medication. John P. Gray, M.D. (1825-1886) graduated from the University of Pennsylvania medical school and ultimately became superintendent 

at the Utica State Lunatic Asylum. An expert in forensic cases, he was the chief witness for the prosecution in the trial  of the assassin Charles Guiteau who shot President Garfield in 1881. $ 350.00



TRADE CATALOGUES FROM DARWINõS 

CAMBRIDGE SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT COMPANY

3. CATALOGUES

1. Appendix to the Descriptive list of instruments. April, 1895. 31 pp. Numerous text illustrations.  Folded 

and stabbed as issued. The companyõs new apparatus and designs for instruments in physics and 

biology.

2. Physiological instruments. 1899. viii, 126 pp., including index. Text illustrations throughout. Original 

printed wrappers. Sections include recording cylinders, myographs, motors; supports for apparatus; 

time markers; nerve and muscle; electric; blood circulation; spectroscopes and blood analysis; 

microtomes and microscope accessories; surgical and various apparatus; botany; and anthropometric 

and models. 

3. A descriptive list of instruments.  March, 1891. xii, 127 pp. Text illustrations throughout. Original 

printed wrappers. Noted on the title  page that this is No. 12 and that òthis list cancels those previously 

issued.ó Preface by Horace Darwin. With  28 sections, including measurement of length, time, heat, 

optics, sound, magnetic, meteorological, histology, respiration, nerve and models.

 Horace Darwin (1851-1928) was the fifth son and ninth child of Charles and Emma 

Darwin. In 1881 he co-founded the Cambridge Scientific Instrument Company with Albert George 

Dew-Smith (1848-1903), a British physiologist and photographer. Darwin led the company when the 

partnership ended in 1891. He was Mayor of Cambridge between 1896 and 1897, became a Fellow of 

the Royal Society in 1903 and was knighted in 1918.    $ 450.00

FOREHEAD FURROWS AS PATHWAYS 

TO MEDICAL TREATMENT

2. CARDANO, Girolamo

Metoposcopia libris tredecim.  Paris: Thomas Jolly, 1658. Folio. [viii],  viii, 225, [ 2]  pp. With  800 

woodcut illustrations. Later limp vellum, sprinkled edges. Overall an excellent copy. 

 First  edition , posthumously published, of this early guide to divination using the 

lines on the forehead. While metoposcopy had been in practice since ancient times, it  is here that 

Cardano developed the theory scientifically. Cardano, a practicing physician, intended this text for 

the use of his fellow clinicians in establishing best courses of treatments for their patients. Couched 

in astrology, his methodology involved using the lines, moles, and markings on the face to draw 

horoscopes about the individualõs character and fortunes. He differentiates between men and women 

(notably drawing more negative conclusions from female faces) and includes forensic analysis of 

criminals among the many classifications. The contents of the book are more illustration than text, 

with 800 woodcut faces, some covering the entire page. 

 Cardano (1501-1576) is called the òforerunner of Lombrosoó for his work connecting 

forensic analysis and divination. He was arrested by inquisitors in 1570 on accusations of heresy, and 

the pope banned metoposcopy in 1586. This and several other books of Cardanoõs were placed on the 

Index.

 Garrison-Morton 152; Krivatsy 2148.  $ 8500.00



PLANTS AND VEGETABLES FOR HEALING

4. DAY,  L. Meeker

The improved American family physician; or, sick manõs guide to health: containing a complete theory of the 

botanic practice of medicine, on the Thomsonian and Hygeian System, with alterations and improvements. To 

which is appended, a concise formula for compounding medicines for the cure of every complaint incident to 

human nature. Also, a complete digest of midwifery. (bound with ) The botanic family physician é  New 

York: n.p., 1833. 8vo. 120; 24 pp. Two title pages. Contemporary half leather and marbled boards, 

title label pasted onto front board. Two signatures: òBlack Hawk Born May 25th 1855ó and òEmpeor 

Born May 20th 1856.ó 

 Later edition  (first printed in 1822) of a comprehensive materia medica published 

with the foundational belief that òevery man be his own physician.ó Day emphasizes the value of 

using vegetables and plants medicinally to heal sickness. Of particular interest is the section òon 

giving poison as medicine.ó He is particularly critical of physicians that have no system to create 

certainty and inspire confidence.

 In addition to common conditions and their solutions, the author dedicates an entire 

section to midwifery, noting that the best education he ever received on the topic was a result of a 20-

minute conversation with a local midwife. The second part of the book sets forth cures for specific 

ailments (though it  follows a page entitled òthe secret of curing all diseasesó).     $ 250.00

PROBLEMS OF PEEING FROM ABNORMAL BODY PARTS

5. DOLBEAU, Henri Ferdinand

De Lõ£pispadias, ou fissure uréthrale supérieure.  Paris: Adrien Delahaye, 1861. Folio. iv, 55, [ 4]  pp. With  

4 full-page lithographed plates. Contemporary red sheep-backed marbled boards. Bookplate of Dr. 

Antoine Danyau (1803-1871), French obstetric surgeon, presentation inscription on the half-title to 

Danyau.

 Only edition  of this manual for treating epispadias, a rare birth defect in which the 

urethra does not develop into a tube, causing urine to exit the body from an abnormal location. It  can 

occur in both males and females. The text includes a comprehensive physiology and description of the 

condition, eight case studies, and the authorõs suggestions for surgical intervention. The plates show 

different manifestations of the defect and include explanatory text. $ 1100.00



INNATE NATURE OF FREE WILL AND MORALITY

6. GALL, F.J. & SPURZHEIM, G.

Des dispositions innées de lõame et de lõesprit.  Paris: L. Haussmann for F. Schoell, 1811. 8vo. vi, 397 pp. Contemporary tree calf. 

First  edition  of this theoretical commentary on the predisposition of the soul. Divided into three parts, the text questions the existence of 

free will  and supposes that morality or lack thereof is innate, and suggests alterations to legal procedures and education systems based on 

these ideas. Gall, a flamboyant and outspoken hedonist, had recently come under fire with the Catholic Church for being a non-believer, and 

he wrote this diatribe in response to the indictment.    $ 1250.00

RARE WORK ON HUMAN PATHOLOGY AND CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASE

7. GARNIER, Guillaume-Etienne; SAUVAGES,François de la Croix de, respondant

Pathologia methodica.  Montpellier: Jean Martel, 1739. 12mo. [viii],  171 pp. Contemporary mottled calf, edges sprinkled red; title page with a 

blank space for the date, completed in manuscript. 

 First  edition  of this dissertation on human pathology. The author first describes the nature of diseases: simple, 

compounded, and ailments that produce fluid. The second section addresses the causes and symptoms of illnesses. The last part classifies 

diseases into eight types.

 OCLC locates only 2 copies in America (NLM, Univ. of Vermont.       $ 750.00



ARTISTIC ANATOMY

8. GARRISON, Fielding  H.

The principles of anatomic illustrations before Vesalius. An inquiry into the rationale of artistic anatomy.  New York: Paul Hoeber, 1926. 8vo. 58 pp. With  22 plates. Original cloth-backed boards, uncut, and preserved in 

the original slipcase.

 This  special edition  of 110 copies, of which 100 are for sale, has been printed on Kelmscott hand-made paper, with the illustrations on Japanese vellum. Our copy is No. 76, signed by Fielding 

H. Garrison. According to the preface, the authorõs òimmediate object is to demonstrate a thesis or theorem of [Dr . Robert] Fletcherõs, to the effect that the real content of artistic anatomy is not descriptive 

anatomy but ethnic morphology, physiology and pathology.ó         $ 300.00



A PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE BOOK FOR MODERN GOVERNMENTS 

CONCERNED ABOUT PUBLIC HEALTH

9. HANCOCK, Thomas

Researches into the laws and phenomena of pestilence; including a medical sketch and review of the plague of 

London, in 1665; and remarks on quarantine.  London: William Phillips, 1821. 8vo. [iv],  xv, [i],  379 pp. 

Parchment-backed original boards, spine label. An excellent uncut copy with a presentation from the 

author to George Cooke dated 1821 and another presentation in the authorõs hand dated 1835.

 First  edition  of an important work on epidemic disease, derived from Hancockõs 

address at the Medical Society of London. In 1819, Parliament began an inquiry into how best to 

contain epidemic diseases, looking at past pandemics. Hancockõs text, which includes a history of 

government efforts, both medically and legally, to prevent the spread of disease, is a study of these 

past pandemics such as the plague of 1665 as a method and guide for determining how to prevent and 

treat future epidemic diseases. It  is a forward-looking and practical guide for medical and government 

officials.     $ 450.00

ALTERNATIVE MEANS TO TREAT CONCUSSIONS

10. HICKS, John B.

An inaugural dissertation on compression of the brain from concussion.  New York: T. and J. Swords, 1793. 

8vo. 47 pp. Later cloth-backed boards; some foxing, otherwise a fine uncut copy with authorial 

manuscript corrections throughout. Presentation inscription from the author.

 First  edition  of this ambitious doctoral thesis on phlebotomy to treat concussion. 

Going against medical canon, the author asserts that concussions and brain compression are essentially 

the same thing and should be treated as such. Drawing on contemporary ideas about the relationship 

between the body and spirit, Hicks goes on to suggest that certain characteristics, such as 

sedentariness, corpulence, addiction, and even exposure to electricity, predispose individuals to brain 

compression and that symptoms that present like a concussion may actually be an excess of ònervous 

energy.ó Thus, he recommends trying  a good sleep and detox before drilling  a hole in the cranium.

     $ 1500.00



MENTAL HEALTH AND TREATMENT IN CANADA

11. HOWARD,  Henry

A rational materialistic definition of insanity and imbecility, with the medical jurisprudence of legal criminality, 

founded upon physiological, psychological and clinical observations.  Montreal: Dawson Brothers, 1882. 8vo. 

145 pp. With  2 plates. Publisherõs cloth, author and title in gilt  on front board. Presentation copy from 

the author dated July 26, 1882.

 First  edition . Toward the end of the nineteenth century, explanations of mental illness 

were shifting from a moral, spiritual, and metaphysical frameworks toward physiological and scientific 

ones. Howard here helps to move this shift in paradigm forward by first defining insanity and then 

focusing on responsibility in criminal actions. His position, clearly understood now but controversial at 

the time, was that if insanity is a physical disease, then the responsibility, culpability and treatment of 

the insane must be reconsidered.   $ 1500.00

ANAESTHESIA OR PAIN  --  YOUR CHOICE!

12. JAMES, J. H.

Chloroform versus pain, and paracentesis of the bladder above the pubes.  London: John Churchill and Sons, 

1870. Two works in one. 8vo. [ii],  61 pp. Half-title and title to both items. Original publisherõs blind-

stamped cloth, author and title in gilt  on front cover.

 First  edition , both works apparently printed together. Jamesõ intention was to address 

the issue of pain with the use of chloroform, as opposed to prior works judging the efficacy of the 

anaesthetic in surgery or maternity. He states that òpain is the inevitable contingency by which all our 

pleasurable sensations are accompanied.ó Chloroform, as well as other related substances, should be 

used in the various circumstances which are elucidated (as well as others in which the use should be 

denied). Of interest is the authorõs reference to these substances as ònarcotics.ó The essay ends with 

remarks on emergencies that specifically threaten life and what should be done under those 

circumstances. The second essay is essentially a record of various surgical operations.         $ 350.00



A DOCTORõS GUIDE TO MEDICATION

13. KURZAK,  Dr . Fr.

Lehrbuch der receptirkunde. Für ärzte und apotheker.  Wien: Wilhelm Braumüller, 1855. 8vo. iv, 274 pp. 

With  24 text illustrations. Contemporary morocco-backed boards.

 First  edition  of this guide to medications for doctors and pharmacists. The author 

treats the naming of medicines, abbreviations for medicinal names, weights, proper means of 

preparation and prescription, and special modifications depending upon various conditions. One part 

focuses on medicines to be used in military facilities. Of particular interest is the economic aspects of 

medicinal preparation, especially when dealing with public funding. 

 OCLC locates 1 copy in America (NLM) .  $ 250.00

AN EXPERTõS GUIDE TO SURGERY

14. LE DRAN, Henri  François

The operations in surgery of Mons. Le Dran ... with remarks, plates of the operations, and a sett of instruments, 

by Mr. Cheselden.  London: C. Hitch and L. Hawes, 1757. 8vo. [viii],  472 pp. With  22 engraved plates, 

including the unnumbered plate facing page 206. Contemporary calf, rebacked with black morocco 

spine label, gilt  spine and covers.

 Third  edition , first published in Paris, 1742. This work is broad in scope and reflects 

the authorõs wide range of clinical experience in Parisian hospitals. Although he devoted a significant 

portion of the book to bladder stone (his specialty), he covers urology, amputations, plastic surgery, 

surgery of the head, various orthopedic procedures, gangrene, sutures and inflammation. The book also 

contains Cheseldenõs only work on surgery and concludes with an essay towards a new pharmacopoeia 

chirurgica.

 Le Dran (1685-1770), one of the foremost French surgeons, was chief surgeon of the 

French army in the 1730õs, was innovative in his approach to cancer, and, like Cheselden, was a skilled 

lithotomist who made improvements to the operation.  $ 450.00





EARLY WORK ON MALE REPRODUCTION

15. LEALI,  Leale

De partibussemenconficientibusin viro. Padua: Cadorinum, 1686. 12mo. [vi], 148, [ 2] pp. With 2 engravedplateson onesheet. Contemporary

binderõsboards, manuscriptspinetitle. A fine copy.

 First  edition , rare, of the second book published about the male reproductive system (the first being de Graafõs De virorum 

organis generationi in 1668, which is quoted here on p. 20.) The text describes function and physiology of the testicles and sperm. The plates 

illustrate the testes and the vas deferens, with each part identified and explained in the preceding pages.

 Leali (d. 1726) was an Italian professor who taught surgery, botany, and practical medicine. This is his only extant publication. 

The two plates appear as one uncut sheet in this copy; most others have them cut and bound separately. 

 OCLC records 4 copies in America (Johns Hopkins, Penn, NLM,  Harvard.   $ 5200.00

TREATMENT OF NERVOUS DISORDERS BY HYPNOTHERAPY

16. LIÉBEAULT,  Ambroise-August

Thérapeutique suggestive son mécanisme proprietés diverses du sommeil provoque et des états analogues.  Paris: Octave Doin, 1891. 8vo. vii, [i],  308 pp. Contemporary 

calf-backed marbled boards.

 First  edition  of Li®baultõs second work on treating patients with ònervousó disorders by hypnotherapy, written primarily for physicians. His 

clinical experience tended to prove that patients under hypnotic suggestion benefitted by a physicianõs reassurances, which was thus the key to successful 

treatment of nervous illnesses. Though his work was initially  ignored, it  became the basis of the formation of a school of psychiatry in Nancy and ultimately 

had a major influence on Freud. This continuation treats òthe legal aspects of hypnotism and clairvoyance in the synoptic state, and refutes his earlier theory 

of ôzoomagnetism,õ which, based on experiments with infants, had posited the existence of a physical healing force working in concert with hypnotic 

suggestion.ó

 Crabtree, 1297; Garrison-Morton, 4998; Norman, 1349.    $ 650.00



IMPORTANT EARLY MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

17. LINDEN, JohannesAntonides van der

De scriptis medicis libri duo.  Amsterdam: J. Blaeu, 1637. 8vo. [lii],  559, [ 24]  pp. Woodcut printerõs 

device on title. Rebound in half-calf and marbled boards; text browned due to poor paper stock.

 First  edition  of this important medical bibliography (G&M 6744). The first part is 

alphabetical; the second lists authors by subject. òVan der Lindenõs book was at the time of its 

appearance the most complete medical bibliography yet produced.ó $ 700.00

EFFECT OF PSYCHADELICS ON HYPNOTIZED HYSTERIA PATIENTS

WITH PHOTOGRAPHS

18. LUYS, Jules Bernard

Lesémotionsdanslõ®tatdõhypnotismeetlõactiona distance. Paris: J.-B. Baillière and Son,1890. 8vo. 317, 

[ 2]  pp. With  28 full-page photogravure plates. Recent boards with original front wrapper mounted, 

pen inscription on the front panel.

 First  edition  of this illustrated study of the effects of mood-altering pharmaceuticals 

on hypnotized patients suffering from hysteria. When the patients exhibited extreme reactions, he 

captured photographs, reproduced here in photogravure. This volume constitutes a follow-up to Luyõs 

Les émotions chez les sujets en état dõhypnotisme published three years earlier. He received significant 

backlash about the ethics of that study by other Parisian clinicians, and here defends his methodology 

and asserts the value of the experiments.   $ 1500.00



TROPICAL DISEASES VISUALIZED

19. [MAP] . ARTZYBASHEFF,  Boris

World Map of the Major Tropical Diseases. [New York: Life Magazine], 1944. 22 ½ x 14 in. Double-sheet. Blue background. Fold-mark up the center, otherwise a fine copy.

 A very striking and pictorial map created by Boris Artzybasheff (1899-1965), was one of the great mid-20th-century magazine illustrators, for Life Magazine. It  is a 

dramatic pictorial visualization of disease geography during the Second World War. Tropical and subtropical regions are covered with oversized symbolic illustrations including 

mosquitoes for malaria and yellow fever, rats and fleas for plague, worms and deformities for parasitic disease, swollen or distorted human figures for leprosy and yaws, and ticks and flies 

for typhus and sleeping sickness. The map was published in Life on May 1, 1944, when Allied troops were operating in tropical regions around the world. The map was intended to educate 

the American public about dangers facing soldiers abroad. This map is one of Artzybasheffõs most memorable non-cover works.   $ 500.00



MEDICAL PRACTICE ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER

20. MASSIE, J[ osiah]  Cam.

A treatise on the eclectic southern practice of medicine.  Philadelphia: Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co., 

1854. 8vo. 720 pp., including index. Contemporary calf, spine label.

 First  edition  of the authorõs observations and reflections on his practice of 

medicine, mostly on the Texas frontier. Luckily for the reader, he dispenses with the òhistoryó of 

medicine in the preface, so his text is focused on present-day activities. Despite each chapter 

appearing to be a standard discussion on various anatomical and physiological ailments (such as 

fevers, inflammation, the brain, the spleen, diseases of the stomach, venereal disease, etc.), his 

approach is most definitely bent toward his experiences treating patients outside of an urban 

environment, with a particular òSouthern touch.ó For example, an extremely important factor in 

maintaining health would be bathing, and Massie takes great pains to explain the difference 

between hot and cold water and their effects, when and where to utilize each, and the danger of 

failing to bathe.

 Massie (1816ð1879), born in Winchester, Virginia, migrated to Texas before 1850, 

where he bought a plantation east of Houston. This work was intended to introduce physicians to 

medicine on the frontier.    $ 650.00

òFAKE NEWSó FROM ANTI-VACCERS

21. MEDICAL  JOURNAL

The vaccination inquirer and health review. Volume the forty-second, January, 1920 to December, 1920.  

London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., 1921. 4to. [ii],  v, [i],  148 pp. Publisherõs decorated 

cloth, ownership signature dated Nov. 9, 1921 of Jessica Henderson of Nayland Mass.

 The Vaccination inquirer was the journal published by the Anti-Vaccination League 

whose intent was to repeal the Vaccination Acts, the disestablishment and disendowment of the 

practice of vaccination and the abolition of all regulations in regard to vaccination as conditions of 

employment in the Army, Navy, and in all state departments, or of admission to educational or other 

institutions. In addition to the many virulent (!) articles and statistics about death from vaccination, 

there are some nice and interesting advertisements for other periodicals (such as the one for Biblical 

Hygiene and public health review and the Vegetarian). The National Anti -Vaccination League was a 

British anti-vaccination organization formed in 1896.  $ 200.00



ONE MANõS QUEST TO REFORM THE SYSTEM OF ASYLUM ABUSE

22. MITFORD,  John

A description of the crimes and horrors in the interior of Warburtonõs Private Mad-House at Hoxton, commonly 

called Whitmore House: dedicated to the Right Honourable Viscount Sidmouth, late Secretary of State, &c., and 

the Right Honourable Lord Redesdale, late Lord chancellor of Ireland, &c.  London: Benbow, [ 1820õs]. 8vo. 

iv, 32 pp. Original printed wrappers, publisherõs advertisements on interior of both wrappers. 

 First  printing . The pamphlet was published by John Mitford, who had himself been 

confined in a private madhouse between 1812-1813. It  was intended as an exposé of abuses in private 

lunatic asylums, focusing on one in particular run by Thomas Warburton in Hoxton, London. 

Mitfordõs work presents graphic allegations of cruelty, neglect, and corruption inside the institution. 

We are exposed to the inhumane treatment of inmates, including physical abuse such as beatings, harsh 

restraints, extreme forms of forced feeding, and neglect, often resulting in injury or death. Additionally, 

patients were reportedly stripped, confined in filthy  conditions, and subjected to degrading 

punishments. The staff is accused of substantial acts of cruelty, including violence toward female 

patients and other disturbing behavior that went beyond therapeutic care.

 Mitford  frames these horrors as symptomatic of broader problems in private 

madhouses. Because of the lack of oversight and the potential for profiteering from patient 

confinement, violations of human dignity occur daily. The stories are vivid, shocking and sensational, 

intended to direct both politicians and the public into a discussion and ultimately reform of the entire 

system. The booklet became part of wider debates in Britain about the regulation of private madhouses, 

contributing to public scrutiny of asylum practices. It  was referenced in parliamentary discussions and 

in other contemporary critiques of asylum abuses. Eventually these debates led to changes in Britainõs 

lunacy laws.

 OCLC locates 2 copies in America (Stanford, Yale). $ 750.00



HYDROTHERAPY AND A RESULTING VIOLENT PUBLIC DISPUTE

23. MONIGLIA,  Giovanni Andrea

De aquae usu medico in febribus. Ad serenimmimum etruriae pricipem.  Florence: Vincentium 

Vangelisti, 1684. 12mo. 384 pp. Woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces. Contemporary sprinkled 

calf, spine with elaborate gilt  decoration and spine label, sprinkled edges. An excellent copy with 

the contemporary note opposite the title: òAuctor in obsequiem.ó

 First  edition  of the authorõs work on hydrotherapy and its particular use as a 

remedy for fevers. The author discusses all aspects of the treatment of fevers with water therapy, 

including various types of fevers, environmental concerns, hot and cold therapy. Numerous 

references to the classics are sprinkled throughout the text. He examines how cold and 

temperate water could reduce excessive bodily heat and calm the òviolent motionsó associated 

with acute fevers.

 This work brought about a very public dispute between Moniglia and 

Bernardino Ramazzani, who criticized Monigliaõs position, stating that excessive cooling and 

indiscriminate administration of cold water during fevers could weaken patients, suppress 

natural bodily processes, and potentially worsen disease.  $ 1250.00

THE GIRL WHO VOMITED LIVE AQUATIC CREATURES

24. MONTRESSE, P.

Nouvelle histoire et extraordinaire dõune fille qui vit encore, du Diocese dõAgen; laquelle a vomi plusieurs 

horribles animaux acatiques, en vie, &  de differente espece: expliquee par des raisonnemens nouveaux &  physiques.  

Toulouse: P. Rey, 1695. 12mo. [xviii],  286, [ 1]  pp. Folding plate, detached but present. Contemporary 

calf.

 First  edition , rare, of this curious account of Marie Mercié. Born in the parish of Saint-

Avit -de-Lède, jurisdiction of La Capelle-Biron around 1670, the young servant girl  became known for 

an extraordinary medical condition in which she apparently vomited live aquatic creaturesñincluding 

salamanders and other small animalsñover a period of months. The surgeon who treated her 

reportedly collected and preserved some of these creatures; the plate features four figures depicting 

said creatures.

 Montresse, a physician trained at Toulouse, recounts in detail Mercié's successive 

episodes of vomiting and the accompanying symptoms: sudden, intense fear, dizziness, stomach pains, 

weakness, a feeling of heaviness throughout her body, nausea, frequent fainting spells, and swoons. He 

examines and refutes the different opinions that this extraordinary story had aroused, including 

witchcraft or accidentally swallowing or ingesting the creatures. Montresse presents his own theory 

and recommendations. Of particular interest is Montresseõs admission that knowledge of all causes of 

the effects occurring in nature is, overall, difficult even for physicians. He acknowledges the lack of 

knowledge, and therefore the errors, of some fellow physicians who nevertheless òdare to rashly 

attempt every operation and prescribe every remedy, which is why they so often plunge, like the Icarus 

of the fable, for lack of wanting to learn, into the precipice of countless errors.ó         $ 1650.00




