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We like to say that very little has changed here at George Bayntun since moving into our 

premises in 1939. From our archive of photographs one can see that the prominent features in 

both the bindery and the front shop have been consistent throughout our 86 years at Manvers 

Street. The tools, workbenches, book presses, bookshelves and desks are all the original items 

that my great-great grandfather George Bayntun installed. The only noticeable difference 

between those early years and the present day is the frankly overwhelming accumulation of 

books and other printed materials which have filled up every conceivable space in the building. 

Although each generation has managed the business in their own style, it is obvious that the 

tendency to collect (or, perhaps more correctly, to hoard), has been successfully passed down 

the line. With many of these items being placed aside as a project for another day, a great deal 

of this material has inevitably been forgotten. 

Upon joining the family business I was charged by my father with the task ñto make sense of 

all this clutterò, a job, I am not ashamed to admit, of which I am still somewhat daunted. 

However, the gradual excavation of each room, under each workbench and through many 

drawers has uncovered some pleasantly surprising discoveries. Each time I wonder how long 

it may have been there and why it was put aside. I suppose this is why the idea of an association 

catalogue seemed so apt to me, as the histories behind these items have captivated me. 

Some may notice a few familiar items in this catalogue but I am keen to reintroduce them so 

that they are not left to yet another generation of Bayntun to ñmake sense ofò. I also ask that 

you excuse some of the more lengthy descriptions; I hope it is evident that I have had great fun 

in my research and am still trying to master the art of abridgment. 

I am unsure whether dedicating a catalogue is still fashionable, but I am immensely grateful to 

my grandfather Hylton. I am currently sitting in his old office at his desk, the drawers are still 

full of his belongings as if he were in here only yesterday (he died three months after I was 

born in 2000). It is in these drawers that I found the majority of the letters and autographs in 

this catalogue. When he put them in there and what he was intending on doing with them I do 

not know, but I hope he would approve that they have resurfaced and can be appreciated. I am 

also very thankful for both Mia and Annieôs help in the creation of my first catalogue.  My next 

foray of excavation will take me down to the basement vaults of George Bayntun. Wish me 

luck. 

 

 

Joshua Bayntun-Coward 

April 2025 

 



 

 

GIFTED BY ANNE RITCHIE TO MINNA DUCKWORTH - THE STEP-AUNTS OF 

VIRGINIA WOOLF 

 

1. AUSTEN-LEIGH (James Edward). 

A Memoir of Jane Austen By her Nephew, To Which is Added Lady Susan and Fragments 

of Two Other Unfinished Tales by Miss Austen.  

Frontispiece portrait of Jane Austen with tissue guard.  

Third edition. 8vo. [194 x 130 x 30 mm]. [i], x, 364 pp. Bound in publisher's original green 

cloth, the boards blocked in blind floral patterns, the spine lettered in gilt, brown endleaves. 

(Head and foot of spine and corners bumped, text partially loose in the binding but holding). 

[ebc8728] 

London: Richard Bentley and Son., 1872                                                                            Ã500 

 

Minimal foxing throughout the book, otherwise internally clean. Two ownership inscriptions 

on the front endleaf belonging to 'Richmond Ritchie' and 'Minna Duckworth'. Two further 

inscriptions on the front flyleaf reading: "Minna Duckworth from Anne Ritchie, April 29 

1875" and "Hester Smith from her father H.Y.L. Smith, May 1935".  

 

A Memoir of Jane Austen was first published in 1870. Although James Edward Austen-Leigh 

was named as the sole author, there was considerable input from many of Jane Austen's 

relatives. Austen-Leigh described his "dear Aunt Jane" as someone who was uninterested in 

fame and who only wrote in her spare time. However, the manuscripts appended to the 

second edition suggest that Jane Austen was intensely interested in revising her manuscripts 

and was perhaps less content than Austen-Leigh described her. The memoir does not attempt 

to unreservedly tell the story of Jane Austen's life, and following the Victorian conventions of 

biography, it kept much private information from the public. The second edition was 

published in 1871 and included some of Austen's previously unpublished works.  

 

David Gilson includes Austen-Leigh's work in A Bibliography of Jane Austen (M130). He 

makes note that Anne Isabella Thackeray was among those who made a review of the memoir 



in Cornhill Magazine 24 (1871). Anne writes: "So we gladly welcome one more glimpse of 

an old friend come back with a last greeting. All those who love her name and her work, will 

prize this addition, small as it is, to their acquaintance with her. Lady Susan is a short story 

complete in itself. It is very unlike her later works in many respects, and scarcely equal to 

them, but the Watsons is a delightful fragment, which might belong to any of her other 

histories. It is bright with talk and character and animation. It is a story which is not Emma, 

and which is not Pride and Prejudice, but something between the two, and which was written 

- so the preface tells us - some years before either was published".  

 

Anne Isabella Ritchie, or Lady Ritchie (1837-1919), the eldest surviving daughter of William 

Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1863), was a highly regarded writer in the late Victorian literary 

scene. Her father is noted as being highly devoted to his daughters and as the editor of the 

Cornhill Magazine, he aided her by putting into print her first piece of journalism - 'Little 

Scholars'. She is noted as the custodian of her father's literary legacy and many of her works 

received immediate success. It was Anne who, in her 1885 novel Mrs. Dymond, introduced 

into English the proverb, "Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; 

teach a man to fish and feed him for life". In 1877 Anne married her 

cousin Richmond Thackeray Willoughby Ritchie (1854-1912), who was 

by this point seventeen years her junior and still an undergraduate at 

Cambridge. George Eliot described the match as "one of the several 

instances that I know of lately, showing that young men of even brilliant 

advantages will often choose as their life's companion a woman whose 

attractions are wholly of spiritual order" (Ritchie, 171). Through her 

father and her own publications, Anne became a considerably well 

connected woman. The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 

describes her as "one of the great ornaments of early twentieth-century 

literary life. She was the friend of Henry James, Stevenson had written 

her a poem and George Eliot had declared that with the partial exception 

of Trollope she was the only modern novelist she cared to read".  

 

The recipient of this book, Minna Duckworth, was distantly related to 

Anne Ritchie. Minna was the sister of Herbert Duckworth (1833-1870) 

who married Julia Jackson and had three children; George Herbert, 

Gerald (who founded Duckworth Books) and Stella Duckworth. On 

Herbert's death Julia remarried the author Leslie Stephen and had 

another four children; Thoby, Adrian and of course, Vanessa Bell and 

Virginia Woolf. Leslie Stephen was previously married and had a 

daughter with Harriet Marian Thackeray, the sister of Anne Ritchie. This 

makes both Minna and Anne step-aunts to Virginia Woolf. The ODNB 

records that upon Anne's death "among her obituaries, one of the most 

evocative is that contributed to the Times Literary Supplement by her 

step-niece Virginia Woolf (who also drew her as Mrs Hillberry in Night 

and Day)".      

 



 

 

 

 

DOROTHY VILLIERSôS BOOK 

 

2. BARROUGH (Philip). 

The Method of Phisick, Containing the Causes, Signes, and Cures of Inward Diseases in 

Mans Body from the Head to the Foote. Whereunto is added, the forme and rule of making 

remedies and medicines, which our phisitians commonly use at this day, with the proportion, 

quantitie, & names of each medicine. The third Edition corrected and augmented, with two 

other bookes newly added by the Author. 

Woodcut title-page device, woodcut headpiece and initials. 

4to in 8's. [195 x 157 x 37 mm]. [8]ff 484, [8] pp. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, sewn 

on four leather thongs, stab holes on boards for missing ties, faint manuscript lettering on 

spine. (Recased, soiled and cockled). [ebc8680] 

London: imprinted by Richard Field, to be sold in Paules Church yard at the signe of the 

brasen Serpent. 1596                                                                                                          Ã2500 

 

 



STC B.1510. 

 

Title silked with substantial loss to the margin and a few letters, loss of some letters in the 

dedication leaf with restoration to the margins, the odd light water stain which does not affect 

the text, otherwise internally clean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early ink ownership signature of Dorothy Villiers on title and first page of the Dedication to 

Lord Burghley. Further ink inscription "Isaac Villiers his book" on p.1, a few annotations 

within the text and a Latin inscription on the final blank page.  

 

First published in 1583, with an eighth edition in 1639. John Barrough, or Barrow (d.1600) 

was licensed to practice surgery by the University of Cambridge in 1559. He describes 

himself in his will as a gentleman, originally of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. He was buried at 

Wicken, Cambridgeshire, leaving in excess of Ã360 plus 240s in cash to his children, 

grandchildren and the poor of Wicken parish.  

The Method of Phisicke "offers a straightforward example of the Elizabethan medical 

practice. The text follows the body, proceeding from the maladies of the head to those of the 

foot. Symptoms are described; prescriptions and the methods of procuring and applying these 

prescriptions are offered. Barrow himself describes the work as a "breviary or abridgement of 



physick", into which he "interlaced experiments of my own, which by long and use and 

practice I have observed to be true". It is the remedy, rather than with the cause, of disease 

that Barrow concerns himself. Defending the practicality of his approach, Barrow asserts that 

"my reason was, because if my books should come to the hands of the unlearned a little 

would suffice (the former being more necesarie") .... It is to his "countriemen", the lay reader, 

that Barrow ostensibly writes. He saves, however, a few stern words for the student of 

medicine, venturing forth from "the compasse of their little studie" into a commonwealth in 

which "they shall meet disease that Galen never dreamt of". Barrow's is an empirical 

medicine, one in which practice - and practical knowledge - serve to extend the art of 

medicine. "Arte", argues Barrow, "is weake without practice"" ï ODNB 

 

 

 

 

 

TO RAISE INTERNATIONAL HOPES RE. THE CITY OF BATH 

 

3. BELLOC (Hilaire). 

Postcard addressed to Miss Baker of Bath with an 18 line autograph poem concerning 

Bath. 

[88 x 140 mm]. [ebc4189] 

[Postmarked] Brighton & Hove, Sussex: 6 April, 1931                                                       Ã400 



 

 

The postcard is addressed to Miss Baker, 31 Paragon, Bath, and is stamped with a George V 

One Penny Red. On the reverse is an unrecorded poem written by Belloc in black ink. It 

begins: 

 

"We know not what to say 

Re your's received today. 

We're basking in the realms of sheer delight; 

And when its read to Jane 

She also won't refrain 

From loving it with all her main and might" 

[After a further verse it concludes:] 

"In conclusion we simply insist 

That in future you will not desist 

From sending your poems to cheer the s---st path; 

Some space they perforce must reserve, 

For such great contributions will serve 

To raise international hopes re the City of B[ath]". 



 

 

DOG EARED OR DOG EATEN? 

 

4. [BIBLE]. 

Novum Testamentum Graecum. 

Engraved frontispiece.  

24 mo. [86 x 57 x 22 mm]. 551, [1] pp. Bound c. 1880 by Francis Bedford (signed in gilt on 

the front turn-in and with an ink pallet on endleaf), in red goatskin, the covers with a triple 

fillet border, the spine divided into six panels by raised bands and gilt compartments, lettered 

in the second, the others with centres and corners, the edges of the boards tooled with gilt 

double fillet, the turn-ins with gilt rolls, marbled endleaves, gilt edges. (The two lower 

corners and text block chewed). [ebc8707] 

Londini: Gulielmus Pickering [William Pickering], 1828                                                   Ã350 

 

Bookplate of Charles Tennant of The Glen on front 

endpaper, opposite the bookplate of John Porter, 

inscription on the first preliminary leaf reading "C. 

Tennant Esq. from Frs. Bedford with kindest regards, 

June 10 / 80". Edges rather frayed and nibbled, missing 

a section of pp 359, otherwise internally clean. It is 

unclear what type of animal chewed on this volume, 



from a few tooth marks it seems it could be attributed to a small, or perhaps more likely, a 

young and destructive dog. 

  

In the Catalogue of The Library Collected by Sir Charles Tennant, this volume is cited as 

being "specially bound by Mr. Bedford, and presented as a specimen of his skill to Sir C. 

Tennant".  

 

Sir Charles Tennant, First Baronet (1823-1906) was a Scottish industrialist and politician. In 

1843 he entered the St Rollox chemical works in Glasgow which had been established by his 

grandfather Charles Tennant (1768-1838) to produce bleaching powder and other chemical 

and which became the largest alkali works in Europe. In 1853 Tennant bought The Glen 

estate in Peeblesshire. He remodelled the house into a baronial mansion and amassed a 

notable library and collection of pictures by the likes of Gainsborough, Turner and Constable. 

Tennant was renowned for his hospitality and thoroughly enjoyed hosting at The Glen. Sir 

Algernon West writes: "It is impossible to exaggerate the charm of the place", and that, "a 

happier or cleverer family never made a country house more delightful". Likewise William 

Gladstone recorded in his diary a visit to The Glen in November 1890 and noted that his host 

"bubbles with contentment". In 1879 Tennant was elected as Liberal MP for Glasgow, 

holding the seat until his defeat at the 1886 general election. On Gladstone's recommendation 

Tennant was made a baronet in 1885.  

 

Francis Bedford (1799-1883) is one of the few bookbinders to be included in the ODNB and 

is considered one of the leading bookbinders of his time. After five years of running Charles 

Lewis's firm for his 

widow and nine years in 

partnership with John 

Clarke he established 

himself on his own in 

1851 and was soon the 

acknowledged leader of 

the "West-end" trade in 

London. Although some 

claim that Bedford was 

not a natural designer or 

an innovator when it came 

to his bindings, his work 

was always well executed 

and according to his 

obituary in The 

Bookbinder, "year after 

year a constant stream of 

beautifully bound books 

went forth from his 

hands".     



 

 

FROM THE ROYAL LIBRARY AT WINDSOR CASTLE 

 

5. [BIBLE]. 

Ulphilae Versionem Gothicam nonnollorum capitum Epistolae Pauli ad Romanos [...] E 

Litura Codicis cuiusdam Manuscripti rescripti qui in Augusta apud 

Guelpherbytanos Bibliotheca adservatur [...] eruit commentatus est datque 

foras Franciscus Antonius Knittel. 

Woodcut head and tailpieces and initials, with 8pp print in red and black, 

samples of Gothic and Greek type, later coloured lithograph facsimile 

bound at the end. 

4to. [ 271 x 215 x 40 mm]. [4]ff, 532pp. Bound c.1850 in quarter dark 

purple goatskin, green textured cloth sides with a gilt fillet border. The 

spine divided into six panels with raised bands tooled with gilt fillets, 

lettered in the second and fourth on black labels, with Queen Victoria's 

crest in gilt in the third, marbled endleaves, top edge gilt, the others uncut. 

(Spine slightly discoloured and a little rubbed). [ebc8047] 

[Colophon] Guelpherbyti: Ioannes Wilhelmus Bindseil, Ducis 

Typographicus, [1762]                                                                            Ã750 

 

Darlow & Moule 4562 - "Fragments of Roman, printed from Codex 

Carolinus, a bilingual (Gothic and Latin) palimpsest of the fifth century, 

discovered in 1756 in the Library of Wolfenbuttel by F. A. Knittel, who 

edited them at Wolfenbuttel in 1762. Knittel's work was republished, with 

additional matter, by J. Ihre [in Uppsala] in 1763". 

 

This is an early example of printing in Gothic, just a century after Junius's 

editio princeps of the Gothic Gospels. 

 

There is some variable foxing and the volume was originally issued with 

12 engraved plates of facsimiles, not present here (a later colour facsimile 

is bound in at the end). It may be surmised that unbound sheets of the work 



survived into the 19th century, and were bound up on an ad hoc basis. As not infrequently 

happens in such cases, the supply of plates was exhausted sooner than the text leaves. It was 

evidently considered good enough for Windsor Castle as it has the bookplate of the Royal 

Library, Queen Victoria's crest on the spine and pencil shelf-marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTED TO ROBERT RIVIERE OF BATH 

 

6. BISHOP (Sir Henry Rowley). 

My Fair Home. Composed for and Sung by Mrs. H. R. Bishop, and affectionatley dedicated 

to his friend & Relative Robert Riviere (of Bath). The Poetry by Geo. Inman. 

Autograph musical manuscript. 

Oblong 4to. [246 x 305 x 6 mm]. [5]pp. Bound c.1885 by Riviere & Son (signed with an ink 

pallet) in half brown goatskin, marbled paper sides, the spine lettered in gilt between two 

raised bands, plain endleaves, untrimmed edges. (A little rubbed, with small hole in upper 

joint). [ebc8171] 

[c.1835]                                                                                                                              Ã1500 

 

A few minor stains and some marginal tears neatly repaired presumably at the time of the 

binding. The binding must date from after 1881 when Riviere took his grandson into the 

business and began signing as "Riviere & Son".  

 

Henry Rowley Bishop (1787-1855) was a prolific composer of some 120 dramatic works, 

including 80 operas, light operas, cantatas and ballets, and is best remembered for "Home! 

Sweet Home!" and "Lo! Hear the Gentle Lark". He was Professor of Music at the 

Universities of Edinburgh and Oxford and was Knighted in 1842, being the first composer 



ever to received the honour. He married the prima donna Sarah Lyon, who died in 

June 1831, and a month later he took as his second wife his pupil, the soprano Ann 

Riviere (1810-1884). She was the daughter of Daniel Valentine Riviere (1786-1854), 

the drawing master, and had five brothers and five sisters, including William and 

Henry, both artists, and Robert (1808-1882), the bookbinder. Robert set up shop in 

Bath in 1829 and moved to London in 1840, to become one of the greatest names in 

the book world. 

 

The Bishops had three children but their Fair Home came crashing down in 1839 

when Ann (known professionally as Anna) ran off with the harpist and composer 

Nicolas-Charles Bochsa. They travelled extensively, performing her popular pieces, 

and were said to be the inspiration for Trilby and Svengali in Du Maurier's Trilby. 

Sir Henry refused a divorce and died in poverty in London, where he was 

commemorated on the side of the Albert Memorial. Bochsa died in Sydney in 1856, 

and two years later Ann married Martin Schulz, a diamond merchant. She continued 

to tour the world, surviving a ship wreck on Wake Island, and died in New York. 

 

A sheet of paper has been tipped inside the front cover, with a typed description, 

along with a clipped catalogue entry, and a lengthy ink inscription detailing the 

relationship of the various Rivieres, but making no mention of the scandal. It is 

signed by A. B. Burney, with a note "I wish this vol. to remain in the family of the 

descendants of Briton Riviere R.A." [Robert Riviere's nephew]. It has the booklabel 

of Charles Benson (1946-2017), Keeper of Early Printed Books at Trinity College, 

Dublin from 1988 to 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVEN BY STANLEY BALDWIN TO HIS MOTHER 

 

7. BROWNING (Robert). 

The Poetical Works. 

Frontispiece portraits in vols. 3, 7, 8, 10 and 16. 

17 volumes. Large 8vo. [237 x 157 x 685 mm]. Original tan cloth, the spines with printed 

paper labels, plain endleaves, uncut edges. (Spines darkened, four labels defective and others 

chipped, some endleaves browned, and a little rubbed and marked). [ebc3192] 

London: [by Spottiswoode and Co for] Smith, Elder, & Co, 1888-1894                             Ã500 

 

Limited to 250 copies on hand-made paper. There 

are a few minor spots and the bindings show some 

signs of wear but it is a decent copy. Browning 

died in 1889, so these are his final words.  

 

Vol.1 is inscribed in ink on the front endleaf: "I 

gave this set to my mother as it was published. 

Stanley Baldwin", vols 3 and 17 have pencil 

inscriptions "Louisa Baldwin from S.B." and all 

the volumes have the large bookplate of Louisa 

Baldwin designed by M.D. Johnston and dated 

1922.  

 

Stanley Baldwin (1867-1947) served three times 

as British Prime Minister, in 1923-24, 1924-29 and 

1935-37. He was the only child of Alfred and 



Louisa Baldwin, who married in 1866. Louisa (1845-1925) was the youngest of the four 

remarkable Macdonald sisters. Alice (1837-1910) was the mother of Rudyard Kipling, 

Georgina (1840-1920) married the painter Sir Edward Burne-Jones and Agnes (1843-1906) 

married the painter Sir Edward Poynter. Alfred Baldwin was a successful Worcestershire 

ironmaker and the couple lived at Wilden House, near to the works. Louisa suffered from 

poor health but read widely and wrote four novels, along with poetry and collections of 

stories. She encouraged her son's love of literature, although he failed to shine at Harrow, or 

Trinity College, Cambridge, from where he graduated with a third in 1888. He returned home 

to work in the family firm and became Managing Director in 1902. He inherited almost 

Ã200,000 on his father's death in 1908, and remained engaged in business until appointed to 

his first ministerial office in 1917. 

 

 

 

REMEMBERANCE OF THE TAGUS FROM THE CARRIBBEAN SEA 

 

8. BULLEN (Frank T.) 

Sea-Wrack. 

With Eight Illustrations.  

8vo. [184 x 124 x 23 mm]. vi, [ii], 321, [9] pp. Bound in the original cream wrappers, with 

the title printed on the front and advertisements on the rear and inside the covers. (A little 

dust-soiled and rubbed with minor loss to tips of two corners). [ebc8132] 

London: Macmillan and Co. 1903            Ã150                                                 

 

Macmillan's Colonial Library edition, 

"intended for circulation only in India and the 

British Colonies". Printed in the same year as 

the first edition. A very good copy inscribed in 

blue ink on the title: "Kindest regards and 

remembrances of the Tagus to friend Kalisch 

from F. T. Bullen. Caribbean Sea. May 1 / 

1904". 

 

Frank T. Bullen (1857-1915) went to sea in 

1869, and by the age of 13 he had twice been 

shipwrecked and survived two epidemics of 

yellow fever, a hurricane and two serious 

illnesses. He served in over 25 ships before 

becoming a clerk in the Meteorological Office 

in 1882. The first of his 36 books, The Cruise 

of the "Cachalot" was published in 1898 and 

established his international reputation and 

comparisons with Joseph Conrad. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A NEAR RAMPANT LION 

 

9. BURNETT (James) 

A Letter from Son to Father 

Black ink. Two pages, previously folded with address panel on the reverse. 4to. [203 x 164 

mm]. [ebc8701] 

Edinburgh: 20th April 1816                                                                                                  Ã150 

 

Written in large and very legible hand, a few minor edge tears to folds, otherwise in excellent 

condition.  

 

A most charming letter from a son presumably at school in Edinburgh to his father recounting 

his recent activities and asking for news from home. What stands out is details of a possible 

circus or travelling menagerie that had come to Edinburgh and which seemed to be the talk of 

the town. Although he had not yet visited "the wild beasts", he tells of one of the lions who 

upon seeing an officer of the 42nd and evidently not liking his red uniform "attempted to get 

out of his cage at him", even making one of the spars loose in the process. Based on local 

advertisements around this time and the fact that the letter predates the Edinburgh Zoo, it has 

been suggested that the animals were a part of Stephano Polito's menagerie of wild beasts. 

The menagerie toured regularly in the summer months and during winter was exhibited at the 

Exeter Exchange in the Strand. It received popular support as well as notable visitors such as 

William Wordsworth and Lord Byron. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH KIPPIN HIS BOOKE 

 

10. BURROUGHS (Edward). 

The Memorable Works of a Son of Thunder and Consolation: Namely, That True 

Prophet, and Faithful Servant of God, and Sufferer for the Testimony of Jesus, Edward 

Burroughs. Who Dyed a Prisoner for the Word of God, in the City of London, the Fourteenth 

of the Twelfth Moneth, 1662. 

First Edition. Folio. [277 x 188 x 50 mm]. [26]ff, 168, 173-256, 253-896, [8] pp. Early 19th 

century binding of calf (or sheep), the spine divided into six panels by raised bands, flanked 

with a gilt fillet, lettered in the second on a dark label, plain endleaves and edges. (Lacking 

two clasps, rubbed with scuffing to covers). [ebc7803] 

Printed and Published for the good and benefit of Generations to come, in the Year, 1672 

                                                                                                                                            Ã1000 

 

Wing B.5980. The issue with "Printed and published for the good" in the imprint. A variant 

has "Published and printed for the good".  

 

Sporadic browning or foxing, occasional minor soiling, closed tear pp.769-70, cut rather 

closely at the fore-edge. A good copy, which is complete despite the erratic pagination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is an ink inscription on the verso of the title: "Joseph Kippin his Booke cost 12s / 2s 6d 

new binding in all 14s 6d. 1673". This is presumably Joseph Kippin (1615-1680) of Bristol, 

or possibly his son Joseph (1660-1721). The binding was replaced early in the 19th century, 

with either a poor piece of calf or sheep masquerading as calf. The endleaves have the ink 

signatures of Joseph Clark (1762-1831) and his son Cyrus Clark (1801-1866), the latter dated 

1840. Cyrus founded Clarks Shoes at Street in Somerset in 1828, and the volume has 

remained with the family and in the same county until recently.  



Edward Burroughs (1633-1663) was born at Underbarrow, near Kendal, and became a 

Quaker after hearing George Fox speak in 1652. His parents disowned him and "the plaine 

north country plow men" evangelized in London and around England, Ireland and Scotland. 

Despite being of "no great learning" he became a prolific writer, directing his thunder at 

inhabitants of Underbarrow, the ungodly, including John Bunyan, parliaments, the army and 

Charles II. Having criticized just about everyone in A Trumpet of the Lord (1654) he advised 

the "elect and chosen" to "tread down the fenced Cities, and enlarge your Dominion". 

Arrested at a Quaker meeting at the Bull and Mouth in London, he died in Newgate Prison at 

the age of 29. The Epistle Dedicatory to these collected works was signed by Ellis Hooks and 

there are testimonies by Francis Howgil, George Whitehead, Josiah Coale and George Fox. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIR THOMAS PHILLIPPS'S COPY 

 

11. CARDIGAN (James Thomas Brudenell, Earl of). 

The Trial of James Thomas Earl of Cardigan Before the Right Honourable the House of 

Peers, in Full Parliament, for Felony, on Tuesday the 16th Day of February 1841. Published 

by Order of the House of Peers. 

First Edition. 8vo. [262 x 160 x 9 mm]. [2]ff, 123pp. Bound in the original purple cloth, the 

covers blocked in blind, the spine lettered in git, pale yellow glazed endleaves, untrimmed 

edges. (Spine faded, rubbed). [ebc8745] 

London: printed for William Brodie Gurney, Joseph Gurney, and Thomas Gurney. Sold by 

Saunders and Benning, 43 Fleet Street, 1841                                                                       Ã150 

 

A little spotting but a good copy. This is Sir Thomas Phillipps's copy, with his pencil "MHC" 

[Middle Hill Catalogue] and ink shelf-marks "XXXIII.d.31". 

Cardigan challenged Captain Harvey Tuckett to a duel for writing a letter to the Morning 

Chronicle criticising his treatment of Captain Reynolds in the "black bottle" affair. The 

exchange of fire took place on 12th September 1840 and was witnessed by a police constable. 

Choosing to stand trial before his peers he was acquitted on a technicality involving Tuckett's 

full name. The Times reported that "in England there is one law for the rich and another for 

the poor". Cardigan went on to lead the Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava in 1854. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDMUND WILLIAM GOSSE'S COPY 

 

12.  CARROLL (Lewis). 

Through the Looking-Glass And What Alice Found There.  

With fifty illustrations and frontispiece by John Tenniel. 

ñPeople's Editionò. 8vo. [187 x 130 x 18 mm]. [v]ff, 208, [2] pp. Bound in the publisher's 

original green cloth, covers illustrated in red and black, spine lettered in black, plain 

endleaves. (Slight lean to the binding, spine rubbed and darkened, slight bump to edges). 

[ebc8763] 

London: Macmillan and Co. 1887                                                                                        Ã350 

 

Tissue guard to frontispiece is slightly browned, the odd trivial mark in the text, otherwise 

internally very good.  

 



With the bookplate of Edmund William Gosse, designed by the American artist Edwin A. 

Abbey. In his Gossip in a Library (1891) Gosse makes the case for the usefulness of 

bookplates: "There are many good bibliophiles who abide in the trenches, and never proclaim 

their loyalty by a book-plate. They are with us yet not of us .... Such a man is liable to great 

temptations. He is brought face to face with that enemy of his species, the borrower, and 

dares not speak with him in the gate. If he had a book-plate he would say, "Oh! certainly I 

will lend you this volume, if it has not my book-plate in it; of course, one makes it a rule 

never to lend a book that has".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Edmund William Gosse (1849-1928) was the son of the renowned English naturalist 

Philip Henry Gosse (1810-1888), a prolific author and populariser of natural sciences. 

According to Wertheimer in his biography of Philip Gosse he was the 'Father of the 

Aquarium'. He was also one of the chief figures among the Brethren, a evangelical Christian 

group within Britain. Edmund was heavily influenced by his religious upbringing, breaking 

away from his faith and writing an account of his childhood in Father and Son, first 

published in 1907. It has been described as the first psychological biography and focuses on 

the relationship between a stern religious father and his son's gradual rejection of Christian 

fundamentalism. 

 

Edmund Gosse was also a renowned literary critic and poet, and he became acquainted with 

the likes of Hans Christian Anderson and Alfred Lord Tennyson and became friends with 

Robert Browning, Algernon Charles Swinburne, Thomas Hardy and Henry James. Gosse 

lectured in English literature at Trinty College, Cambridge from 1884-1890 and became an 

important art critic dealing with sculptures, leading to his close friendship with Hamo 

Thornycroft, whose nephew Siegfried Sassoon found a formative influence in Gosse. From 

1904-1914 he was the librarian of the House of Lords, in 1912 he was named a Companion of 

the Order of Bath and in 1925 was knighted.     



 

 

 

 

 

 

"CHARLOTTE MARY POOTEN HER BOOK - PALACE KENSINGTON" 

 

13. [CIRCLE OF SCIENCES]. 

Grammar Made Familiar and Easy. 

Being the First Volume of the Circle of Sciences, &c. Published by the King's Authority. The 

Fourth Edition. 1776 

Arithmetic Made Familiar and Easy. Being the Second Volume [...] The Fourth Edition. 

1777. 

Rhetoric Made Familiar and Easy, and Illustrated with Orations from Demosthenes, Cicero, 

Sallust, Homer, Shakespear, Milton, &c. Being the third Volume [...] The Fourth Edition. 

1777 

Poetry Made Familiar and Easy, and Embellished with a great Variety of Epigrams, 

Epitaphs, Songs, Odes, Pastorals, &c from the best Authors. Being the Fourth Volume [...] 

The Fourth Edition. 1776. 

Logic Made Familiar and Easy: To which is Added a Compendious System of Metaphysics, 

or Ontology. Being the Fifth Volume [...] The Fourth Edition. 1777. 



Geography Made familiar and easy to Young Gentlemen and Ladies. Being the Sixth Volume 

[...] The Fifth Edition. 1783. 

Chronology Made Familiar and Easy to Young Gentlemen and Ladies. To which is added, a 

Table of the most memorable Events from the Beginning of the World. Being the Seventh 

Volume [...] The Fourth Edition. 1778. 

Seven volumes. 16mo. [108 x 70 x 145 mm]. Uniformly bound in the original publishers' 

binding of quarter vellum, stained a light green, marbled paper sides, the spines with printed 

paper labels, plain endleaves and edges. (Rubbed, the labels slightly perished, a couple of 

gatherings pulled and vol.7 lacking the front free fly-leaf). [ebc8695] 

London: printed for T. Carnan and F. Newbery, Jun. at Number 65, in St. Paul's Church-yard, 

1776-1783                                                                                                                           Ã2800                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

First announced in 1745, Newbery's Circle of Science comprised these seven volumes, which 

were issued over the next three years and then in multiple editions. Volumes on Criticism, 

History and Philosophy were advertised, but no editions are known to exist. There were also 

two supplementary works, An Easy Introduction to the English Language and A Spelling 

Dictionary of the English Language, but these are not regarded as part of the series. 

Newbery's name was dropped from the 

imprint in vol.6, although he signed the 

dedication to the Marquis of Blandford. The 

other volumes are dedicated to Prince 

William Henry, Prince Edward Augustus, 

Prince George, Princess Augusta, the 

Marquis of Tavistock and the Earl of Euston.  

 

In the absence of ESTC a trawl through 

Library Hub locates very few complete sets 

of all seven volumes. This set is in the 

original publishers' binding, of quarter 

vellum with labels printed with the 

abbreviated title and volume numbers. Vols 

1, 3, 4 and 6 conclude with advertisements 

for books printed for Carnan and Newbery. 

Vol.4 offers "Grammar and Rhetorick: Being 

the First and Third Volumes of the Circle of 

the Sciences: considerably enlarged and 

greatly improved. Price 3s. bound in the 

Vellum Manner". A group of five volumes 

from The Circle of Sciences, 1776-78, 

similarly bound in quarter green vellum 

(with blue paper sides), with the same labels 

is illustrated as fig.3.1 in Stuart Bennett's 

Trade Bookbinding in the British Isles 1660-

1800. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They show sign of use but are in remarkably good condition. There is a word erased in ink on 

p.14 in vol.1 and vols.2 and 7 have a few pencil and ink calculations. Vols.1 and 6 have the 

pencil signature of Charlotte Pooten, and vol.7 has the tantalising ink inscription: "Marynise 

Charlotte Mary Pooten her book Febr'ry 27th 1791 - Palace Kensington". 

 

With the booklabel of "G. G. Cheney - From the Library of George Gardner, 1825-1916". 

This is probably the Banbury printer George Gardney Cheney. 

 

 

 



 

 

ñSONNET TO T. INSKIP, SHEFFORDò 

 

14. CLARE (John). 

The Village Minstrel, and Other Poems. By John Clare, The Northamptonshire Peasant; 

Author of "Poems on Rural Life and Scenery". 

Engraved frontispiece portrait in vol.1 and view of Clare's cottage in vol.2. 

First Edition. Two volumes bound as one. 12mo. [164 x 105 x 35 mm]. xxviii, 216 pp; [4]ff, 

211, [5] pp. Bound c.1847 in red cloth, the covers blocked in blind, smooth spine tooled in 

gilt and lettered "Poetic Souvenir", pale yellow endleaves, gilt edges. (Neatly rebacked 

preserving original, rather worn, spine, a few leaves slightly sprung). [ebc8767] 

London: printed [by T. Miller] for Taylor and Hessey, Fleet Street; and E. Drury, Stamford, 

1821                                                                                                                                 Ã15,000 

 

With a final four pages of "Books Just Published by Taylor and Hessey" (opening with Poems 

on Rural Life and Scenery. By John Clare). Some light spotting throughout and a few minor 

stains and annotations. The binding is not original and probably dates to around 1847, the 

date of the poem on the endleaf. "Poetic Souvenir" is indeed true. 



The verso of the front free endleaf is covered with an autograph manuscript by John Clare 

dated July 16 1847. It reads: 

 

"Sonnet to T. Inskip, Shefford 

All that [that] the Pasture, hill or valley yields 

The rural Muse lays claim to as her dower 

The foliage woods the garniture of fields 

Grass twisting whirlwind & the thunder shower 

Flag verging water & each lone wild flower 

To all a sense & share of pleasure yields 

& wiles away in joy each lonesome hour 

Such rambles Inskip as thy fancies choose 

Reading the volume under white thorn bowers 

& woodbine twisted hedge besprent with dews 

Such may thy feelings be of happiness 

Places to read & pages where to chuse 

She leads thy musings to each green recess 

Go seek the wild rose with the [good sense?] 

July 16 1847 - John Clare". 

 

The "T. Inskip" of the title is Thomas Inskip (1780-1849), a watch 

and clock maker from Shefford in Bedfordshire. He befriended 

Robert Bloomfield (1766-1823) when he was down on his luck and 

moved to Shefford in 1812 and met John Clare (1793-1864) in 

London around 1820 "amongst the Cockneys, whom we both 

equally admire!" He tried his best to introduce Clare and Bloomfield, 

"the nation's great poets of humble life", but Bloomfield died "in 

pain and poverty" before they could meet and was buried in 

Campton Churchyard. Inskip promoted Clare's work in the 

Northampton Mercury and became his adviser and confidant. After 

Clare was admitted to the Northampton General Lunatic Asylum at 

the end of 1841, Inskip encouraged William Knight to keep a record 

of his ceaseless writings, and he transcribed over 800 lyrics into two 

manuscript volumes over the next eight years. Significantly not one 

of these asylum poems survives in Clare's own hand.  

 

Inskip's letters to Knight and Clare do survive, but Clare's to Inskip 

are lost. We know however that he requested a collection of 

Bloomfield's poems for his small personal library and he confided in 

his deep sexual frustration in the asylum, suggesting that sexual 

desire was "the secret of poetic inspiration". Inskip was forthcoming 

in his advice and could be critical, in one letter describing Clare's 

muse as a slut whose dress he needed to tidy. He considered the 

poetry in Clare's first two books (of which The Village Minstrel was 



the second) to be unexceptional, but regarded every piece in The Rural Muse (1835) as 

"above mediocrity". "Even The Rural Muse", he went on, "must give way to many of the 

pieces he has written in the precincts of the Asylum". Inskip finally managed to visit him in 

the asylum, and this may have been the occasion on which he composed and wrote out the 

sonnet. Inskip soon after died in Brighton of cholera and was buried next to Bloomfield. He 

was married twice, the second time to Isabella Wright in 1815, and had four children, 

Clementia, Martha, Isabella and Hampden, who took over the watchmaking business.  

 

 

There is a further ink inscription inside the front cover: "Formerly Isabella Inskip, now 

Isabella Collins, Shefford". This is presumably Thomas's daughter Isabella (1825-1879), 

though could possibly be his wife if she remarried a Mr Collins. There are also various pencil 

marks (for example alongside the poem "Absence", pp. 182-185 in vol.1) and a few notes (for 

example "Exquisite simile" on p.194 in vol.2). A version of the poem was first published in 

Later Poems of John Clare, vol.2, p.1093 (Oxford 1984") but it has some key differences, 

amongst which the title is given as "Sonnet to T. Inskip Stafford" and the final two lines are 

printed as "Thy musing mind loveth the green recess / Go with the rural muse and seek the 

Briar rose". A footnote states that it was written in a presentation copy of Rural Muse, but 

Simon Kovesi, the Clare scholar, suggests that these discrepancies may be attributed to 

William Knight who transcribed Inskip's manuscript. This volume passed into the Gosse 

family and has the booklabel of Irene Gosse (1898-1965), the second wife of Dr Philip 

Gosse, the son of Sir Edmund Gosse. It remained with the family until now. 

John Clare wrote over 2000 poems in his lifetime, but few have survived in his own hand. 

The autograph manuscript of a short and uninspiring impromptu poem written by Clare to 

Frank Simpson in 1827 ("Dear Frank against the Work I place / these dull & feeble verses"), 

extracted from an album belonging to a Miss Webb, was sold in Part III of the Roy Davids 

Collection, Bonhams, 10/4/2013, lot 95, and fetched Ã13,750. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTER-GENERATIONAL FAMILY COPY 

 

15. CLARK (John Aubrey). 

In Remembrance. Selected Verses and Essays. Written from 1839 to 1889. 

Frontispiece photographic portrait. 

First Edition. 8vo. [207 x 134 x 41 mm]. xiii, [v], 351 pp. Bound in the original green cloth, 

lettered in gilt on the front cover and spine, plain endleaves, uncut edges. (Slight rubbing to 

front joint). [ebc7829] 

[London] Printed [by Headley Brothers] for Private Circulation, 1897                               Ã250 

 

A fine copy.  

 

John Aubrey Clark (1826-1890) was the son of Cyrus Clark (1801-1866), the co-founder of 

the family shoemakers based at Street in Somerset, and his wife, Sarah Bull, to whom this 

edition is dedicated. The Preface is signed E.A.C., who was presumably a Clark, and explains 

that many of the poems relate directly to Street.  

 

There are two neat ink inscriptions: "To Stephen and Marianna Clark, Christmas 1958 from 

R. & S. B. C." [Roger and Sarah Bancroft Clark] and "It belonged to Mary Bright Curry & 

came at her death from Cumberland Lodge, Bathwick Hill, Bath". Mary Bright Curry was the 

daughter of the Liberal politician John Bright and his second wife Elizabeth Leatham. In 

1866 her elder half-sister, Helen Priestman Bright, married William Stephens Clark, the 

nephew of Cyrus Clark. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE BRITISH ARMY'S COPY 

 

16. CLODE (Charles M.) 

The Statutory Powers of Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the War 

Department. Ordnance Branch. Selected and Arranged by Charles. M. Clode, Esq, of the 

Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, and Legal Secretary to the war Department. 

 

First Edition. 8vo. [250 x 155 x 19 mm]. xxx, 260 pp. Bound in the original red cloth, spine 

lettered in gilt. (Slightly soiled). [ebc8530] 

London: printed under the Superintendence of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, and sold by 

W. Clowes & Sons [etc], 1879                                                                                             Ã250 

 

Library Hub locates five copies, at the British Library, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 

Library, National Library of Scotland, Oxford and Trinity College Dublin. A very good copy 

with the grand armorial bookplate of General Viscount Wolseley of Wolseley, County of 

Stafford & Baron Wolseley of Cairo, and pencil note "Lord W's Room, F.V. 02". 

Field Marshall Garnet Wolseley, 1st Viscount Wolseley, KP, GCB, OM, GCMG, VD, PC 

(1833-1913) was an Anglo-Irish officer who served in Burma, the Crimean War, the Indian 

Mutiny, China, Canada and widely throughout Africa, culminating in his Governorship of 

Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, Natal and Transvaal. He was raised to the peerage and 

appointed Adjutant-General to the Forces in 1882, became Commander-in-Chief, Ireland in 

1890 and Commander-in-Chief of the British Army 1895-1901. His reputation for efficiency 

led to the phrase "everything's all Sir Garnet", meaning "All in order". 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HENRY JAMES'S COPY 

 

17. CONGREVE (William). 

The Works. In Three Volumes. Consisting of His Plays and Poems. 

Engraved frontispiece portrait and five plates. 

Three volumes. 8vo. [244 x 146 x 102 mm]. xxiv, [viii], 358, [2] pp; [6]ff, 17-514, [2] pp; 

[6]ff, 17-514, [2] pp. Bound in contemporary calf, the covers with a gilt fillet border, expertly 

rebacked preserving the original red and green goatskin labels (with a few small repairs), the 

edges of the boards and turn-ins tooled with gilt rolls, marbled endleaves, light yellow edges. 

[ebc7854] 

Birmingham: printed by John Baskerville; for J. and R. Tonson, in the Strand, London, 1761 

Ã2750 



Gaskell, John Baskerville. A Bibliography, 16. The sole Baskerville edition. 

 

With the early 19th century engraved label: "Bohn / English & Foreign / Bookseller / 17 

Henrietta Street, Cov.t Gard.n / London". A little light browning and minor soiling but a very 

good copy, which happened to belong to the Anglo-American author Henry James (1843-

1916), and has his ink signature on the front flyleaf in vol.1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry James's library at Lamb House in Rye was the subject of the Appendix (pp.291-294) in 

H. Montgomery Hyde's Henry James at Home (1969). When he died in 1916 the library 

consisted of some 2000 volumes, mostly acquired during his 40 years residence in England. 

He was not a book collector and "the library which seems to have been somewhat 

haphazardly assembled appears largely utilitarian in content. English, French, and Italian 

literature, biography, literary criticism, history, drama, crime, belle-lettres, philosophy, 

theology, topography and travel are the subjects principally represented. As one might expect, 

there are few books published before the middle of the last [19th] century, and apart from the 

authors' presentation copies few rarities. Among the latter was a 3-volume edition of 

Congreve's Works published by J. Baskerville (Birmingham, 1761)".  

 

On James's death the house and its contents passed under his will to his nephew Henry James 

Jr, who lived in New York and preferred to let Lamb House furnished to a succession of 

tenants. The latest of these, E. F. Benson, died early in 1940, and before another tenant could 

be found the property was severely damaged in an air raid, which completely destroyed the 

Garden Room, spoiling between 250 and 300 of the books kept there. Henry James Jr died in 

1948 and two years later his widow presented the house to the National Trust. The contents 

was sold separately and the bulk of the library which survived the bombing was bought by a 

Rye antiquarian bookseller, Gilbert H. Fables, who issued three catalogues between 1949 and 

1951. They were sold to a wide circle of customers on both sides of the Atlantic, including Dr 

Leon Edel and Hyde himself. The Congreve has the pencil cost code of "i/./." and price Ã15 

in vol.1, and was bought by Stephen Clark of Street and Lansdown Crescent in Bath. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN BRIGHT'S GIFT TO HIS DAUGHTER THREE WEEKS BEFORE HER MARRIAGE 

 

18. DANA (Charles A.) 

The Household Book of Poetry. Collected and Edited by Charles A. Dana. Eleventh Edition. 

Large 8vo. [245 x 162 x 50 mm]. xxvi, 798 pp. Bound in contemporary dark brown goatskin 

over bevelled boards, the covers blocked in blind with a central gilt lyre block. The spine 

divided into six panels with raised bands, lettered in gilt in the second, the others tooled in 

blind, the edges of the boards and turn-

ins tooled with gilt rolls, marbled 

endleaves, gilt edges. [ebc7893] 

New York: D. Appleton and Company, 

443 & 445 Broadway. London: 16 

Little Britain, 1866                        Ã450   

                                                    

 

Light foxing at the front and back but a 

very good copy. Ink inscription on the 

half-title "To Helen P. Bright from her 

loving Father, 7th mo. 2nd 1866". 

Helen Priestman Bright (1840-1927) 

was the only daughter of the Liberal 

MP and reformer John Bright (1811-

1889) and his first wife Elizabeth 

Priestman (1815-1841). July 1866 was 

a busy month for the family, with John 

leading the campaign for the Reform 

Bill and Helen marrying William 

Stephens Clark on the 24th. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTED TO THE BRASENOSE CLUB 

 

19. DARBYSHIRE (Alfred). 

The Architect's Experiences: Professional, Artistic, and Theatrical. 

Six photographic portrait (including frontispiece), decorative title. 

First Edition. 8vo. [232 x 145 x 35 mm]. xv, [i], 351, [1] pp. Bound in the original quarter 

brown cloth and grey boards with the title reproduced on the front, the spine lettered in gilt, 

plain endleaves, untrimmed edges. (Spine faded, boards rubbed). [ebc7910] 

Manchester: J. E. Cornish, 1897                     Ã350                                                                                          

 

With the errata slip. A few spots and minor marks. A good copy of a work which was deemed 

scarce by a bookseller generations ago and remains so. With the signature of the author on the 

front endleaf, over-written in ink "To the Brasenose Club from Alfred Darbyshire the 

Second".  

 

Alfred Darbyshire (1839-1908) was born in Salford, Lancashire, and was the nephew of 

George Bradshaw, the compiler of railway guides. Educated at the Quaker Ackworth School 

and Manchester School of Art, he established his own architectural practice in Manchester in 



1862. Best known for his theatrical architecture, he designed Manchester's Gaiety Theatre 

and carried out alterations at the Theatre Royal and Prince's Theatre, and at the Lyceum in 

London. Concerned by the danger of fires, he worked with his friend Henry Irving (to whom 

this book is dedicated) to develop the Irving-Darbyshire safety plan. He was also involved in 

the design of several distilleries and factories for the Jameson family, along with the family 

mansion in Dublin. Besides building theatres, he acted in them and was famous for his 

extravagant stage productions, often in partnership with Charles Calvert. An art critic for the 

Manchester Guardian and Manchester Courier, he also wrote A Booke of Old Manchester and 

Salford (1887), A Chronicle of the Brasenose Club (two volumes 1892-1900), and The Art of 

Victorian Stage (1907).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brasenose Club was formed in Manchester in 1869 "to promote the association of 

gentlemen of Literary, Scientific or Artistic Professions, Pursuits or Tastes". Among its early 

members were Sir Charles Halle, Charles A. Duval and Edwin Waugh. In 1892 it moved from 

its home in Brazennose Street to larger premises at 94 Mosley Street, and it combined with 

the Union Club in 1962.  

 

Darbyshire was cousin to the American industrialists and philanthropists William Poole 

Bancroft and Samuel Bancroft, and this copy was bought by their grandson Stephen Clark in 

1990 (he paid Ã65). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSCRIBED COPY, WITH THREE LETTERS,  

TWO POSTCARDS AND A PHOTOGRAPH OF DOUGLAS 

 

20. DOUGLAS (Norman). 

Capri. Materials for a Description of the Island. 

Photographic frontispiece and 22 plates. 

First Edition. Large 8vo. [263 x 183 x 48 mm]. xvi, 365, [1] 

pp. Bound in the original sky-blue manilla paper boards, 

sky-blue cloth spine, lettered in gilt on a blue leather label, 

uncut and unopened edges, in original glassine paper 

wrappers (torn with loss). [ebc7975] 

Florence: G. Orioli, 1930                                              Ã1250                                                                                      

 

Woolf A 33. 

 

No.6 of 525 copies signed by the author. 500 were for sale 

priced at 30s. A very good copy, with just a little light 

spotting on the edges. It is inscribed in green ink on the 

front endleaf: "For Stephen Clark hoping that these pages - 

if he succeeds in reading them - may soon persuade him to 

return to Capri from Norman Douglas. Capri. Nov. 1950". 

There are also three letters from Douglas to Clark, two 

inscribed postcards (of Capri and Douglas with Carmelina, 

the once famous tarantella dancer) and an inscribed 

photograph of Douglas at the age of 82 with his bust at the 

age of 10. 

 

Stephen Clark (1913-2011) was the great-grandson of James 

Clark who in 1833 went into partnership with his brother 

Cyrus to create the world-famous shoe manufacturing firm 

of C. & J. Clark of Street in Somerset. Clark was a great 

admirer and collector of Norman Douglas, and the author 

was keen to encourage his enthusiasm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO AN UNKNOWN FRIEND 

 

21. DOUGLAS (Norman). 

In the Beginning. 

First Edition. 8vo. [227 x 155 x 24 mm]. 259pp. Bound in cream Italian paper boards colour-

blocked in black and red, the spine with a black leather spine lettered in gilt, uncut and 

unopened edges, in original glassine paper wrapper. (Corners a little bumped, wrapper torn, 

with some loss). [ebc7974] 

Florence: Privately Printed [by the Tipografia Giuntina, directed by L. Franceschini], 1927 

                                                                                                                                              Ã500 

Woolf A 26. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No.483 of 700 copies, signed by the author, priced at two guineas. A very good copy, 

inscribed in black ink on the front endleaf: "To an unknown friend with many thanks from 

Norman Douglas. April 1948". The book remained in the possession of Douglas's friend 

Stephen Clark. 

 

 

THE AUTHOR'S COPY OF THE AMERICAN EDITION 

 

22. DUFF (Sir Hector Livingston). 

The Ivory Graves. A Novel. 

First US Edition. 8vo. [194 x 130 x 32 mm]. viii, [ii], 295 pp. Bound in the publisher's 

original black cloth, the front cover and spine lettered in yellow with elephant tusks. 

[ebc7926] 

New York: Doubleday, Page & Company, 1926                                                                  Ã150 

 

Also published in London by Thomas Nelson in 1926. 

There is some foxing around the edges, encroaching 

into the margins of a few pages. A good copy, which 

happened to belong to the author, with his ink 

inscription "Hector Duff. (His American copy)". 

 

The story of Daunt Tremenere, a stalwart young Englishman, who on succeeding to the estate 

found it had been ruined by his father. Being of an adventurous spirit, he set off for Africa to 

recoup his fortunes.  

 

"Sir Hector Livingston Duff has travelled all over the world, but his chief work has been in 

Africa, where in 1918-19 he was Acting Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Nyasaland. 

He has seen much of war, without being a professional soldier; is a barrister of the Inner 

Temple who has never practised law, a hunter who has followed big game in all parts of the 

world, and a man whose memories of English society date back to Victorian times". He 

retired to Bath, where he died in 1954, and his house in Lansdown Crescent and books were 

bought by Stephen and Marianna Clark. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AUTHOR'S COPY, FROM "CASTLE GRIM" 

 

23. DUFF (Sir Hector Livingston). 

This Small World of Mine. 

Frontispiece and five plates. 

First Edition. 8vo. [222 x 150 x 45 mm]. ix, [i], 300, [8] pp. Bound in the publisher's quarter 

grey cloth, blue cloth sides, the spine lettered in blue. In the original dust-wrapper 

reproducing the frontispiece and lettered in green and black (frayed around the edges, a few 

marks and backstrip darkened). [ebc7927] 

London: Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd, 1936                                                                         Ã250                                                                      

 

A good clean copy, with the armorial 

bookplate of the author and cut-out letter 

head "Ravenstone Castle, Whithorn", with 

manuscript note "the "Castle Grim" of the 

book". There is also a loosely inserted sheet 

with pencil notes on the origins of the 

Castle and a photocopy of the author's 

obituary. 

 

This Small World of Mine "deals with one of the few parts of Great Britain, lying outside of 

the ordinary tourist tracks, which still retain much of the character and traditions of the past 

age, and described everyday life in one of those queer old castles of which so few are now 

inhabited, and the like of which, once they have fallen into ruins, will never be seen again". 

Ravenstone Castle near Whithorn in Galloway is now a ruin, but there is a Bed and Breakfast 

of the same name in Harvard, Illinois in which "Sir Peter the Cat reigns supreme". 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILPOT WOLFE OF FORENAUGHTS'S COPY OF THE DUBLIN EDITION 

 

24. DUHAMEL DU MONCEAU (Henri-Louis). 

The Elements of Agriculture. By M. Duhamel du Monceau. Of the Royal Academy of 

Sciences in France, and Fellow of the Royal Society in London, &c. &c. &c. Translated from 

the original French, and Revised by Philip Miller, F.R.S. Gardener to the Worshipful 

Company of Apothecaries at Chelsea, and Member of the Botanick Academy at Florence. 

14 folding engraved plates. 

First Dublin Edition. Two volumes. 8vo. [206 x 128 x 52 mm]. xix, [i], 291 pp; vii, [i], 224 

pp. Contemporary Irish bindings of speckled and polished calf, the spines divided into six 

panels with raised bands, lettered in the second on red goatskin labels, plain endleaves, red 

sprinkled edges. (Lower joint of vol.1 slightly cracked but firm, two small patches of insect 

activity). [ebc8281] 

Dublin: printed by G. Faulkner, in Parliament-Street, 1767                                                Ã950 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few minor spots but a very good copy. With the ink signature of Philpot Wolfe at the head 

of both titles and the armorial bookplate of Wolfe de Forenaughts. With the modern bookplate 

of Frank Harwood.  

 

Philpot Wolfe (1726-1775) was the son of John Wolfe and Mary Philpot of Forenaghts, Naas, 

Co. Kildare. He married Mary Burgh in 1753 and served as High Sheriff in 1756, Captain of 

the Kildare Militia and J.P. 

 

First published in Paris in 1762, Philip Miller's translation appeared in London in 1764 and 

this is the sole Dublin edition. ESTC locates ten copies, at the British Library, Cambridge, 

National Library of Ireland, Senate House, two at the National Trust, American Philosophical 

Society, Harvard, Winterthur and New York Historical Society.  

 

It is reassuring to read from Miller's Advertisement that "the translation is well executed, the 

true meaning of the Author is preserved through the whole work, which is neither augmented 

nor abridged". 

  



FARADAY WRITES TO RICHARD PHILLIPS 

 

25. FARADAY (Michael). 

Two Autograph Letters Signed "M. Faraday" sent from The Royal Institution. 

Black ink. Two pages of bifolium, small blind stamp impression of a crown and "Bath" to the 

reverse. 8vo. [187 x 114 mm]. (Previously folded). [ebc8769] 

R[oyal] Institution: 12 November, 1836  

 

With: 

 

Black ink. Single sheet. [185 x 114 mm]. (Previously folded).  

Royal Institution: 4th December 1838                                                                               Ã1500 

 

Both letters in excellent condition, inconsequential minor ink smudging to the second letter 

(dated 1838).  

 

Letter one:  



R Institution 

12 Nov 1836 

 

Dear Phillips 

I can find no other way of having your address at Camberwell than by writing to you two or 

three times lately. I and my wife have wished to make out a call there but could not for [/] for 

want of the above. And if the [?] sets in then I do not know what will happen. How is the 

translation of the Pharmacopoeia getting on, is it ready? 

Very truly yours 

M Faraday 

Mr Young was asking about you the other day.  

 

Letter two: 

Royal Institution  

4 Dec 1838 

 

Dear Phillips  

I am very much indebted for your paper of remarks etc. and send another series for your 

examination on which I shall hope to receive a few notes. I have enquired about the 

examinership and find that that for the Midwest [?] faculty is not filled up.  

Ever truly yours  

M Faraday 

 

Richard Phillips (1778-1851), a chemist educated under George Fordyce and William Allen, 

first met Michael Faraday as a member of the City Philosophical Society where they were to 

form a lifelong friendship. Phillips held a reputation "as a chemical analyst of the highest 

competence" (ODNB), he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1822 and served on 

the council between 1839-41 and from 1850 until his death. In 1841 he was one of the 

founders of the Chemical Society, of which he became president between 1849-51.  

 

Notably, in a 1965 article written for the Royal Society by the renowned chemist Harold 

Brewer Hartley which focused on a letter written by Phillips to Faraday, Hartley points out 

that "in 1821 he [Phillips], fortunately for science, directed Faraday's attention to 

electromagnetism by asking him to contribute a series of articles on this new field of 

investigation following on Oersted's discovery of the effect of an electric current on a 

magnetic needle in 1819". This letter can be found in The Correspondence of Michael 

Faraday: 1811-1831, edited by Frank A.J.L James, (Letter 157, dated 2nd November 1821). 

Phillips writes to Faraday: "I write you this just to jog your memory that we expect from you 

this month and as early as suits you the remainder of the history of Electro-magnetism - and 

now mind what I say - if you do not do yourself justice, I will, and that by giving a murderous 

account of your discoveries".  

 

Phillips and Faraday remained close friends and stayed in contact until Phillips's death at his 

home in Camberwell in 1851.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIDD-CHAD-NORRIS-DEW COPY 

 

26. [GOODVILLE (Sir Charles) - pseud.] 

Memoirs of Sir Charles Goodville and His Family: In a Series of Letters to a Friend. In 

Two Volumes. 

First Edition. Two volumes. 12mo. [170 x 100 x 58 mm]. iv, 274, [2] pp; [2]ff, 329, [3] pp. 

Bound in contemporary sprinkled calf, the covers with a gilt double fillet border, the spines 

divided into six panels with raised bands flanked by gilt double fillets, numbered in the third 

panel, plain endleaves, lightly sprinkled edges. (A little rubbed). [ebc4069] 

London: printed for D. Browne, without Temple-Bar; and Whiston and White, in Fleet-Street, 

1753                                                                                                                                    Ã2000 

 

With the final advertisement leaf in vol.1 and the preliminary advertisement leaf and final 

3pp of advertisements in vol.2. Loss of lower corner of leaf [A2] and strip of outer edge of 

[F7] in vol.1, without affecting the text. A very good copy.  



A variant issue has an imprint in vol.1 that reads "Printed for Daniel Browne, without Temple 

Bar, and J. Whiston, and B. White, in Fleet-Street". ESTC records only thirteen copies of this 

sole London edition (British Library, Oxford, University of Bristol; Harvard, Huntington, 

McMaster, Newberry, Rice, Library of Congress, UCLA, University of Pennsylvania, 

University of Pennsylvania, Yale). There was also a Dublin edition of 1753, of which ESTC 

records two copies (National Library of Ireland and Princeton).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The letters are dated 1742 and 1743 but concern events around the Glorious Revolution. In 

the opening letter Sir Charles has arrived at the Hague and been introduced to the Prince of 

Orange. "Sir Charles was then about five and twenty; of a gay, sprightly Disposition, 

tempered with Oeconomy and good sense; polite, without Foppery; generous, without 

Extravagence; brave, but not rash; had been engaged in some Affairs of female Gallantry, but 

was not yet commenced the Lover". 

 



With various early ink inscriptions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. "John Fidd March 2d. 1753" on front pastedown of vol.1 and "John Fidd 1753" on front 

pastedown of vol.2. 

2. "Susanna Chad her Book" on rear pastedown of both volumes, with additional pencil note 

in vol.2 "Gave it to F. Norris". 

3. Signature of Frances Dew on title-page of vol.1 and front free endleaf in vol.2. Frances 

was the daughter of the Rev. William Norris, Rector of Wood Norton, Norfolk, and Susanna 

Chad. She married John Dew of Swanton, Norfolk. 

 

 

 

DISCARDED BY GATOOMA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

27. GORDIMER (Nadine). 

Livingstone's Companions. 

First UK Edition. 8vo. [205 x 131 x 25 mm]. [4]ff, 248pp. Bound in the publisher's original 

pink cloth and dustwrapper. (Short teat at head of wrapper, flaps cut with small loss of text, 

residue of tape, ticket removed, library stamps). [ebc8690] 

London: Jonathan Cape, 1972                                                     Ã100                                                                                           

 

A library copy with ink stamps of Gatooma Public Library and 

"Discarded" notice on front endleaves, pages 1 and 39 and fore-edge 

and manuscript acquisition notes ("10/6/72, Short Stories"). The 

book does not appear to have been read. 

 

A collection of 16 short stories by the great South African writer 

Nadine Gordimer (1923-2014), winner of the Booker Prize in 1974 

for The Conservationist and Nobel Prize for Literature in 1991. 

Gatooma was a mining town in Rhodesia founded in the 1890s and 

named after the local Chief. With Zimbabwa's Independence in 

April 1982 it was renamed Kadoma and at some point Gordimer's 

stories were discarded. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EARL OF GRANARD'S COPY 

 

28. HAMILTON (Anthony). 

Oeuvres M°l®es En Prose Et En Vers. 

Woodcut title-page vignettes. 

Seven volumes. 12mo. [145 x 86 x 156 mm]. [2]ff, xxviii, 269, 

[2] pp; [2]ff, 286, [1] pp; [2]ff, 293pp; [2]ff, 292pp; [2]ff, 

275pp; [2]ff, 333pp; [2]ff, 227pp. Contemporary Irish bindings 

of tree calf, the covers with a gilt chain roll border. Smooth 

spines divided into five panels by gilt pallets, lettered in the 

second on a red goatskin label and numbered in the fourth on a 

green goatskin label, the first and fifth with a flower centre, the 

third with an urn, the edges of the boards hatched in gilt, 

marbled endleaves, green edges. (Short crack in upper joint and 

small patch of insect damage in lower joint of vol.1, small hole 

in upper joint of vol.2, more extensive insect activity to both 

covers of vol.3). [ebc7670] 

[Liege & Spa: de l'Imprimerie de F. J. Desoer, Libraire] 1777                                                                           

                                                                                             Ã1250 

 

The title is taken from the half-titles. Each volume has a part title, beginning with M®moires 

Du Comte De Grammont. The imprint is taken from the final page of the last volume. A very 

good clean copy in a classic Irish binding of the period, with some characteristic insect 

activity confined to three covers. With the large initial "G" bookplate of George Forbes 

(1760-1837), 6th Earl of Granard, of Castle Forbes, Co. Longford, with printed shelf-labels. 

The library was sold at Sotheby's, 21/7/1993. 



 

 

SIR ASHTON LEVERôS óCURIOUSLY COLOURED' COPY 

 

29. HILL (John). 

An History of Animals. Containing Descriptions of the Birds, Beasts, Fishes, and Insects, of 

the Several Parts of the World; and Including Accounts of the Several Classes of 

Animalcules, Visible Only by the Assistance of Microscopes.  

28 engraved plates, each with multiple images, all with contemporary hand-colouring. 

First Edition. Folio. [348 x239 x 48 mm]. [iv], 584, [iv] pp. Bound in contemporary calf, the 

spine divided into seven panels with raised bands and gilt compartments, author and title 

lettered in the second on a blue goat skin label, lettered "Curiously Coloured" in the third on a 

red label, and tooled with acorns, sprigs and stars in the fourth on a blue label, the others 

tooled with acorns, palms and sprigs. The edges of the boards tooled with a gilt roll. Plain 

endleaves, red sprinkled edges. (Joints neatly repaired, corners a little worn and covers 

rubbed, lacking front free endleaf). [ebc8704] 

London: Thomas Osborne. 1752                                                                                        Ã2500 

 

Closed tears to leaf D1 and plate 17, without loss, old rather crude tape repair to p.322, and 

last leaf creased. A very good copy with brightly coloured plates which were deemed to be 

curious.  

 



Sir John Hill (1714-1775) was an English composer, actor, author and botanist. An History of 

Animals is Hill's third and final book published under the series titled A General Natural 

History. The first volume (1748) concerns fossils and the second (1751), plants. "As they 

were printed, published and often bound uniformly the three volumes are sometimes 

considered to comprise one work; Hill himself, however, makes it perfectly clear that each 

volume is in itself complete without the others" (Lisney).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the bookplate of Sir Ashton Lever (1729-1788). Lever was a prolific acquirer of natural 

objects, amassing one of the richest private collections of the era. His accumulation of 

artefacts and specimens included shells, minerals, stuffed animals from around the globe, 

weapons, historical ethnographic objects and even live animals. He began exhibiting his 

collection, an impressive 1300 glass cases full of objects, at his family home at Alkrington 

Hall, near Rochdale. As the collection grew in 

reputation an increasing number of people visited it 

and in an attempt to control the footfall within his 

own home he designated one day each week for free 

admission for the public, although he excluded those 

who arrived by foot. The collection which continued 

to grow moved to London in 1774 where it was 

exhibited at Leicester House and gained significant 

notoriety. Visitors included George III (who 

eventually knighted Lever in 1778) and Captain 

James Cook, who was so impressed by the collection 

that he donated objects from his own voyages to the 

museum. The British Museum attests that Lever 

owned the largest group of objects brought back by 

Cook's expeditions.  



 

Lever's magpie-like tendency to collect seemed to never have been satisfied as he spent far 

more on his exhibit than he made from the revenue of the admission tickets (an annual ticket 

could be purchased for two guineas) and this led to his eventual bankruptcy. Estimates for the 

number of objects in Lever's collection stand around 25,000 (some claim this to be a fraction 

of the actual number) and the exhibits were independently valued at over Ã50,000. However, 

when it came time to sell, both the British Museum and Empress Catherine II of Russia 

declined to buy it. Instead, in 1786 the collection was disposed of via lottery and out of the 

printed 36,000 tickets to be sold at one guinea each, only 8,000 were purchased. The winner, 

James Parkinson, continued to exhibit the collection, moving it to the Rotunda building near 

Blackfriars Bridge. In 1806 it was broken up and sold at auction, an event which lasted 65 

days and was accompanied by a catalogue written by the naturalist and collector Edward 

Donovan. 

 

  


