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Dalrymple’s discovery of the Arias Memorial: evangelise and colonise
1. ARIAS, Juan Luis, de Loyola.
Señor… [Memorial urging the discovery of lands in the Southern Hemisphere]
…
Quarto, no title-page as issued, 26 pp. and final leaf with simple colophon recto; attractive modern quarter
calf binding, marbled boards. Edinburgh, Murray and Cochran, 1773.

Extremely rare: now handled by us for the second time, this is the only copy
known to have been sold in many decades. The Arias Memorial is of signal
importance for the 1605-1607 voyage of Quirós and Torres, as originally described in the early seventeenth century. Any early work on Quirós is of obvious significance, while the Memorial is the most important printed work on
the enigmatic figure of Torres. Its rediscovery and publication (as here) in 1773
have ensured its survival since the printing in the 1630s, probably clandestine,
is even rarer, perhaps “impossibly” so, today. It was the great hydrographer
Alexander Dalrymple, chancing on an original printing of the work, who
understood its significance as providing the crucial first-hand evidence that the
Torres Strait was navigable.
We have identified just four or five copies of the book in the northern hemisphere (two or three of them at the British Library) and in Australia copies at
the National Library and in the Dixson collection of the State Library of New
South Wales. By way of comparison, the original Spanish printing of the 1630s
is considered unattainable, with no copy recorded to have been sold in modern
times. Just four copies were identified by Celsus Kelly; three, including the
copy discovered by Dalrymple, at the British Library, and one in Madrid.
See also: J.C. Beaglehole (ed.), The Endeavour Journal of Joseph Banks, 17681771 (Sydney: 1962), and The Journals of Captain James Cook… The Voyage of
the Endeavour 1768-1771 (Sydney: 1999 reprint).
George Collingridge, Discovery of Australia, (Sydney: 1895), pp. 225-228; Celsus Kelly, Calendar of Documents, Spanish
voyages in the South Pacific… (Madrid: 1965), esp. # 833; Celsus Kelly, ‘The Franciscan Missionary Plan for the Conversion
to Christianity of the Natives of the Austral Lands as proposed in the Memorials of Fray Juan de Silva, O.F.M.,’ The Americas, 17:3 (Jan. 1961), pp. 277-288; R.H. Major, Early Voyages to Terra Australis, (London: 1859), pp. 1-30; Sir C. Markham (ed.),
in The Voyages of Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, 1595-1606, (London: 1904), see esp. Vol. II, Appendix VIII, pp. 517-36.

Provenance: Imperfectly-inked Australian library stamp; private collection
(Melbourne); Leonard Joel auction, 1994; Hordern House.
$36,000 [4504965 at hordern.com] 		
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further analysis may be seen at

An unexplained proto-Australia: a single southern continent for the first time
2. ARIAS MONTANUS, Benedictus.
Pars Orbis. Sacrae geographiae tabulam ex antiquissimorum cultor…
Copper-engraved double-hemisphere world map, 335 x 545 mm.; mounted and framed. Antwerp,
Christopher Plantin, 1571.

A very rare sixteenth century map depicting an island roughly in the position of Australia.
Montanus shows for the first time on a world map a single southern
continent rather than an amorphous landmass. The startlingly early map
has led to speculation about early knowledge of the continent’s existence,
a full thirty-five years before the first Dutch discoveries. ‘This rare map
has a special place in the early cartography of Australia. On the eastern
hemisphere the triangular corner of an unknown country is shown emerging from the waves at a point where on modern maps northern Australia
is situated. This indicates the northern part of an unexplored country, a
suggestion of incomplete discovery which in this form does not appear on
any earlier map. In this coastline, rising mysteriously from the sea, some
scholars believe there is an indication of the discovery of Australia in the
sixteenth century…’ (Schilder).
Eric Whitehouse, in Australia in Old Maps, argues that the fragment of
the continent depicts the coastline from Eighty-Mile Beach in Western
Australia, the Northern Territory, Gulf of Carpentaria, a shortened Cape
York Peninsula, Halifax Bay, Cape Conway, Broad Sound and the east
coast of Queensland to near Gladstone. According to Robert Clancy in The
Mapping of Terra Australis, the map makes ‘a significant claim for the inclusion of Portuguese discoveries along the northern coastline, without any
hypothetical southern land mass’.
Clancy, 5.7 (illustrated); Muller, ‘Remarkable maps of the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries’, II/I; Schilder,
‘Australia Unveiled’, map 20; Shirley, ‘Mapping of the World’, 125, plate 107; Wagner, 86.

$19,850 [4504784 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Ancient and modern
3. BANCAREL, François.
Collection abrégée des Voyages Anciens et Modernes autour du monde…
12 volumes, octavo, with engraved maps and plates; uncut and partly unopened in original French
crimson glazed boards. Paris, 1808.

A substantial collection of Pacific voyages, including many of Australian
interest - Le Maire, Dampier, Roggeveen, Cook and La Pérouse among
them. The set is quite scarce in such good condition.
Bancarel’s collection was originally known to Ferguson only from a reference in a continental bookseller’s catalogue; the “Addenda” volume revises
the entry based on another bookseller’s catalogue but can still locate no sets
in Australia, although there is in fact one in the Ferguson Collection at the
National Library.
Ferguson, 457 & 457a(rev) in Addenda; Hill, 51.

Provenance: From the library of the Duc d’Uzes at Chateau de Bonnelles,
with bookplates.
$2100 [5000308 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Fine maps, including Corsali’s New Guinea and “Terre incognite Australis”
4. BOTERO, Giovanni.
Le Relationi Universali di Giovanni Botero Benese, divise in quattro parti…
The four parts in one volume, small quarto, four divisional titles with woodcut ornament, with engraved
folding maps of Europe, Africa, Asia and America; contemporary limp vellum. Venice, Appresso Agostino
Angelieri, 1607-1608.

A classic of early political geography, offering a vast collection of geographical, historical, religious, cultural, economic and political information on all
parts of the world then known. This is an early edition of Botero’s universal
geography, which had been first printed in Rome in 1591. There were
numerous subsequent editions. Unlike most sixteenth century descriptions of far-off places, it was partly compiled from the author’s first-hand
knowledge, with additions based on the reports of others. Botero, a Jesuit
priest until middle age, travelled widely to investigate the condition of the
Christian faith and the state of the Church at the furthest reaches of missionary activity. The observations made during these tours form the basis of
his book, which deals with the physical and human geography of Europe,
Asia, Africa, the Americas and the East Indies. Four engraved maps in the
main body of the work, by the cartographer Giuseppe Rosaccio, engraved by
Girolamo Porro, illustrate Europe, Asia, Africa and America.
The Asia and America maps both show substantial representations of New
Guinea with, in the Asia map, a “Terre incognite Australis” below. In the
America map. the extensive representation of the Pacific finishes at left with
a very large New Guinea, with a note that it was named “terre Piccinnacoli”
by the Florentine traveller Andrea Corsali. This name appears in different
forms in maps of the period, sometimes as “terra psittacorum” or Land of
Parrots; Corsali was of course the first man to identify, describe and illustrate
the stars of the Southern Cross.
Alden, 659-22; Borba de Moraes, I, 114; Burden, Mapping of North America, 149; Sabin, 6800; Streit, I, 242 & 565.

Provenance: Biblioteca Bardi-Serzelli (of Altomena, near Florence, with
bookplate); John Chapman (Melbourne collector, with bookplate).
$3600 [5000510 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Voyages to the south: the classic French collection
5. BROSSES, Charles de.
Histoire des Navigations aux Terres Australes…
Two volumes, quarto, with seven folding maps, with the additional series of asterisked leaves (pp.
437*-450* bound at the end of Volume II); contemporary French calf, spines gilt with double labels, an
excellent copy. Paris, chez Durand, 1756.

First edition. This book is one of the most important general works dealing
with early voyages to the Pacific, which aimed to stimulate French discovery and colonisation of the South Seas. It contains an account of all voyages
to the south, beginning with the second Vespucci expedition of 1502 and
going up to 1747, including the voyages of Magellan, Drake, Schouten,
Tasman and others. ‘An extremely important and thorough collection of
voyages, and one of the outstanding works relating to the early history
of Australasia’ (Hill). De Brosses’s text was later silently used as the basis
for Callander’s highly influential Terra Australis Cognita of 1766-8, and in
this form it had much to do with British plans for colonial expansion by
transportation.
‘Extremely important. Here de Brosses suggests that France should colonise
Australia, virtually predicting the basis of its final settlement by maintaining that the colonisation should be by France’s ‘foundlings, beggars and
criminals’. This is somewhat scarce, but with patience copies can still be
obtained’, wrote Rodney Davidson in 1970; the book is nowadays actually
quite rare on the market. This copy is complete with the additional “asterisk
leaves”, so-called because they are numbered 437*-450*: containing an
article “Sur les découvertes des Hollandais dans l’Australasie”, with details
of the discoveries of the Dutch in Australasia, they are not always present.
The maps include those of Australia, New Guinea, and north-eastern Australia which make the book particularly significant.
Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, pp. 34-5; Hill, pp. 34-5; Kroepelien, 132; O’Reilly-Reitman, 93.

$13,750 [5000486 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

The cornerstone history of early Pacific voyages
6. BURNEY, James.
A Chronological History of the Discoveries in the South Sea or Pacific Ocean.
Five volumes, quarto, with 28 engraved maps (16 folding), 13 plates and six text woodcuts; a fine, clean
set in a particularly good modern binding of half pale calf, spines decorated and lettered in gilt between
triple raised bands. London, 1803.

First edition: a fine set of Burney’s comprehensive work, the cornerstone
history of the discovery of the Pacific. “The most important general history of
early South Sea discoveries containing practically everything of importance
on the subject” (Hill); Burney’s great compilation “must always form the
basis of historical research for early voyages and discoveries throughout the
Pacific” (Hocken). The collection covers more than 250 years of Pacific exploration prior to 1765, including Spanish, Dutch, French and English voyages,
with a general “History of the Buccaneers of America”, and concludes with
Bougainville’s voyage to Tahiti.
Burney, who had sailed with Cook as lieutenant during the last two voyages,
received encouragement from Sir Joseph Banks (to whom the work is dedicated) and enjoyed free access both to Banks’s magnificent library of books
and manuscripts, and to Dalrymple’s collection of scarcer Spanish books.
Whenever possible, he relied on manuscript accounts, generally comparing
them with printed narratives for purposes of style. The collection contains
much that is nowhere else accessible, and will always remain one of the chief
authorities for the history of the geographical exploration and discovery of
the Pacific.
The collection aimed to tell the fullest story of Pacific discovery over the
250 years prior to Cook’s voyages and was a deliberate forerunner to
Hawkesworth’s collection which published the voyages of Byron, Wallis, and
Carteret, as well as Cook’s first voyage; the five handsome quarto volumes
are in similar proportion to the three volumes of Hawkesworth. Burney
explains (in volume 5) that “the termination of this present work is adapted
to the commencement of voyages in another collection, which with the addition of M. de Bougainville’s voyage round the world, follow as an immediate
sequel, without any chasm being left, to the Discoveries here related…”. This
is therefore the essential precursor to the series of voyage publications that
began the new age of discovery.
Bagnall, 779; Davidson, p. 37; Ferguson, 372; Hill, 221; Hocken, pp. 30-34; Howes B-1002; O’Reilly-Reitman, 104; Sabin,
9387; Spence, 217.

$18,750 [5000263 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Tasman and Quiros, Narborough and Raleigh
7. COREAL, François (pseudonymous author).
Voyages de François Coreal aux Indes Occidentales…
Two volumes, small octavo, with four folding maps and eleven plates; contemporary French calf,
spines gilt on compartments between raised bands, red double labels. Paris, chez Denis Horthemels,
1722.

A scarce collection of travel accounts containing excerpts from early
navigators including Sir Walter Raleigh, Abel Tasman and Fernández de
Quiros. The first volume purports to be a French translation of the travels
of a Spaniard in the Americas in the later seventeenth century. However,
no such Francisco Coreal is known to exist, and it is generally believed to
be a fanciful compilation of other travel accounts spiced up with amorous
interludes and vivid descriptions of the native inhabitants.
The second volume is of great interest for the history of discovery in the
Pacific, with excerpts from true voyage accounts. These include Sir Walter
Raleigh in Guinea and John Narborough’s expedition through the straits
of Magellan to the Pacific coast of the Americas. Of special interest is an
extract of 18 pages titled Relation d’un voyage aux Terres Australes inconnues
tireé du Journal du Capitaine Abel Jansen Tasman. The second volume closes
with two short extracts pertaining to Quiros in the Pacific (being the relations of Alvaro de Mendana and Juan de Torquemada).
The set contains a charming series of illustrations and four folding maps,
including an unusual map of the south polar hemisphere, presenting the
southern continent as ‘Terres Australes’ (with the usual Dutch landfalls)
conjoined with New Guinea and de Quiros’ imagined ‘Terre du S. Esprit’.
Voyages de François Coreal aux Indes Occidentales was published in both Paris
and Amsterdam in 1722. The Dutch edition appeared in three volumes
with a different collation. Borba de Moraes notes that the Paris edition was
issued by several different booksellers and the title-pages thus have varying imprints.
Borba de Moraes, p. 214; Sabin, 16781.

$4750 [5000506 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Dawn of the golden age of Pacific exploration
8. DALRYMPLE, Alexander.
An Historical Collection of the several Voyages and Discoveries in the
South Pacific…
Two volumes, quarto, 16 engraved maps and plates (mostly folding), half-titles, with the rare contents
leaf; an extremely attractive set in contemporary tree calf, spine ruled in gilt with double red and
green morocco labels. London, for the author, 1770-71.

The highly influential gathering together of geographical knowledge of
the Pacific, published during Cook’s first voyage and encapsulating the
knowledge available from the past for the new explorers, and painting the
geographical picture that Cook’s voyages would change. The great hydrographer’s history of the early voyages to the Southern Ocean is a foundation
work for any collection of Pacific voyages. More commonly seen with
both volumes bound together as one large volume, this fine and unusually
complete set is in an attractive contemporary tree-calf binding.
The work is most famous for its suite of privately-printed maps and
views, including his genuinely important “Map of the World, on a new
projection” (sometimes called his map of “The Great Pacific Ocean”); its
publication effectively announced the dawn of the golden age of Pacific
exploration. Dalrymple collected together all the major accounts of Spanish
and Dutch voyages: beginning with Magellan’s voyage of 1519, together
with the Spanish accounts including those of Mendana to the Solomon
Islands in 1595 and Quiros in 1606. The Dutch accounts include those of Le
Maire, Schouten, Tasman and Roggeveen. Dalrymple’s long introduction
on trade and his ‘investigation of what may be farther expected in the
South Sea’ expound his belief in the existence of a “Great Southern Continent”, a theory firmly laid to rest when Cook later sailed right over it.
Hill, 410; Holmes (first edition), 32; James Ford Bell, D20; JCB, III, 1730; Kroepelien, 245; O’Reilly-Reitman, 97.

Provenance: Samuel Leightonhouse of Orford House, Ugley, Essex (?-1823)
with his armorial bookplates.
$21,000 [4403275 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Dalrymple translated by Fréville
9. DALRYMPLE, Alexander.
Voyages dans la mer du Sud, par les Espagnols et les Hollandois. Ouvrage
traduit de l’Anglois de M. Dalrymple, par M. de Fréville.
Octavo, with three folding maps; a very nice copy in contemporary French mottled calf gilt, all edges
gilt. Paris, Saillant & Nyon, Pissot, 1774.

First French edition of the famous Dalrymple collection, translated by the
influential de Fréville (see also catalgue no 16), who also translated the
official accounts of Cook’s voyages. His own book Histoire des Nouvelles
Découvertes faites dans la Mer du Sud, also published in 1774, summarised
contemporary knowledge of the Pacific, and his work in general had a
significant influence on late-eighteenth-century French voyagers.
Hill, 411.

$5500 [5000414 at hordern.com]		
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for details and illustrations

The first English voyage of scientific discovery
10. DALRYMPLE, Alexander.
A Collection of Voyages chiefly in the Southern Atlantick Ocean…
Quarto, with three engraved charts; an excellent large copy (partly uncut) in a good modern binding
of light sprinkled calf antique. London, Printed for the Author, Sold by J. Nourse [and others], 1775.

The only edition: this very rare collection of voyages was published by
Dalrymple to prove the existence of a southern land in the Atlantic rather
than the Pacific, and to lobby for its colonisation. It contains the first published account of the first English scientific voyage of discovery. In 1698 the
scientist and astronomer Edmond Halley was appointed to command the
Paramour to the South Atlantic with the express purpose of observing and
measuring meteorological phenomena, magnetic variations, and the like.
The Paramour reached as far south as 52° latitude before icebergs proved
hazardous; Halley’s account is here included to bolster Dalrymple’s belief
in a landmass located as far as possible from James Cook’s first voyage
discoveries.
It is a complicated book, made up of six different sections, printed for
Dalrymple in at least three places - Paris, Edinburgh, and London. Although
some of these pieces had been prepared as early as 1772, Dalrymple had
put off publication intending to write a long historical introduction, much
as he had done for his better-known work on South Sea voyages. In 1775,
however, he left England hurriedly to return to Madras as a member of
council, rehabilitated after his earlier clashes with the Madras government and the officers of the East India Company. Some of the pieces were
prepared shortly after Cook’s return from his first voyage, when Dalrymple
must have been smarting again from his failure to be given command of the
Endeavour voyage.
Not in the catalogue of the Hill collection.

$22,500 [3205487 at hordern.com]
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further analysis and more illustrations at

In fine uniform contemporary French bindings
11. EYRIES, Jean Baptiste Benoit.
Abrégé des Voyages Modernes, depuis 1780 jusqu’à nos jours…
Fourteen volumes, octavo, with all half-titles, frontispiece in each volume; in attractive French bindings
of the period, quarter calf and marbled boards, marbled endpapers and edges, flat spines gilt with
black labels. Paris, Etienne Ledoux, 1822-24.

A complete set of this comprehensive anthology of late eighteenth- and
early nineteenth-century travel accounts. Among the Australian and
Pacific voyages and travel accounts included are those of La Pérouse,
D’Entrecasteaux, Portlock, Dixon, Meares, Marchand, Vancouver,
Broughton, Wilson, Bligh, Edwards, Phillip, Grant, Tuckey, Oxley, Flinders,
Krusenstern, Kotzebue, Forrest and La Trobe. The charming frontispieces
include a version of the Baudin view of Sydney.
Ferguson, 862 (not collated and crudely revised in the 1986 Addenda, still uncollated); Forbes, 543 (apparently overlooking the frontispiece in the last volume; locating the Davidson and Mitchell Library copies only.)

Provenance: With the bookplates of the Château de La Plagne in the
Ardèche: the library formed by Raymond Laplagne-Barris (1786-1857) was
mostly dispersed in 2013. However this may have left earlier as it has the
bookplates of the Melbourne collector Rodney Davidson.
$1100 [5000517 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

“The earliest and rarest records of American discovery”
12. FERNANDEZ DE NAVARRETE, Martin.
Colección de los viajes y descubrimientos que hicieron por mar los españoles…
Five volumes, small quarto, three folding maps and two portraits; an excellent set in contemporary
marbled sheep, later labels. Madrid, Imprenta Nacional, 1858; 1825, 1829 & 1837.

A good set of this highly important collection of Spanish sea voyages - the
Spanish equivalent of Burney’s great collection. “It may safely be asserted
that the enterprise of this laborious compiler has rescued from oblivion
the earliest and rarest records of American discovery” (Sabin). Fernandez
de Navarrete provides the texts of many historical documents, from
manuscripts, many previously unpublished, or from rare printed books, of
great significance for the history of the discovery of America, concentrating
on the voyages of Columbus and Vespucci, and the subsequent Spanish
voyages. A full list of the contents can be found in Leclerc, who described
this as “collection extremement importante et devenue difficile à trouver”,
or in Rich who devotes almost a page to the work.
“This, as Brunet observes, is an important collection, and was the source
from whence Washington Irving drew the materials for his Life of Columbus. It contains the original Diary of the voyage of Columbus, compiled by
B. de las Casas, and the expeditions of Amerigo Vespucci. The editor has
reprinted rare early printed works and original documents in the early history of the American discoveries, which would have otherwise been inaccessible to many later researchers” (Bernard Quaritch catalogue 883, 1967).
Most sets that we have traced, including the one quoted from Quaritch’s
catalogue above, seem to contain at least two volumes in the reprint of the
1850s, implying that the original printings must have been very small. The
present set has just the first volume in the 1858 reprint while all the others
are first editions dating from 1825 to 1837.
Borba de Moraes, II, pp. 96-7; Leclerc, 401; Palau, 89462; Rich, II, p. 79; Rodrigues, 1749.

$6400 [4504967 at hordern.com]

Books from a private collection: 1. Early voyage books & collections

see description and illustrations at

French discovery of the Solomon islands
13. FLEURIEU, Charles Pierre Claret de.
Découvertes des François, en 1768 & 1769, dans le sud-est de la Nouvelle
Guiné…
Quarto, with 12 folding charts; an excellent copy in contemporary French mottled calf with the royal
arms in gilt on front cover. Paris, L’Imprimerie Royale, 1790.

First edition. Fleurieu, the leading light in the early history of French
exploration in the South Seas, gives accounts of the voyages of Mendana,
Quiros, Carteret, Bougainville, Cook and others. The maps are based on
actual discoveries, and used to illustrate Fleurieu’s theories, most of which
were ultimately proved correct.
The great work on the French discovery of the Solomon Islands, this was
also a direct result of the voyage of the First Fleet to New South Wales:
Phillip’s Voyage, first published in 1789, had included the journal of
Lieutenant Shortland on his return voyage in the Alexander transport from
Botany Bay to England, during which he coasted along a group of large
islands which he named “New Georgia”. Fleurieu, writing in a period of
intense international rivalry over Pacific discoveries, denies that discovery
and promotes those of Louis de Bougainville and Jean de Surville. He
draws on unpublished manuscripts as well as the printed narratives of
Cook, Bougainville, Phillip, Mendana, Quiros and others.
There are also interesting comments on the La Pérouse voyage. Fleurieu
announces the receipt of journals from as far as Botany Bay, and in discussing the Great Ocean Chart (a fragment of which is published here), says
publication is to be delayed until his later discoveries can be inserted.
James Ford Bell, F103; Kroepelien, 436; not in the Hill collection.

$6800 [5000445 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

The state of play in 1790: French and British voyages compared, and still no news of La Pérouse
14. FLEURIEU, Charles Pierre Claret de.
Discoveries of the French in 1768 & 1769 South-East of New Guinea, with
the subsequent visits to the same lands by English Navigators, who gave
them new names… To which is prefixed, an historical abridgment of the
voyages and discoveries of the Sp…
Quarto, with 12 charts (a few stains, one offset and one worn at fold); a very large copy, edges
completely uncut, in the original marbled boards, backed in sheep by Aquarius in 18th-century style.
London, John Stockdale, 1791.

First English edition of the great work on the French discovery of the
Solomon Islands, and a direct result of the voyage of the First Fleet to New
South Wales: the French original was issued in 1790.
Phillip’s first published in 1789, had included the journal of Lt. Shortland
on his return voyage in the transport from Botany Bay to England, during
which he coasted along a group of large islands which he named “New
Georgia”. Fleurieu, writing in a period of intense international rivalry over
Pacific discoveries, denies that discovery and promotes those of Louis de
Bougainville and Jean de Surville. He draws on unpublished manuscripts
as well as the printed narratives of Cook, Bougainville, Phillip, Mendana,
Quiros and others.
There are also interesting comments on the La Pérouse voyage. Fleurieu
announces the receipt of journals from as far as Botany Bay, and in discussing the Great Ocean Chart (a fragment of which is published here), says
publication is to be delayed until his later discoveries can be inserted. The
translator of this edition notes that the explorer had still not turned up and
“the apprehension for his loss increases daily”.
Beddie, 1302-3; Hill, p. 105; Kroepelien, 437.

$6500 [5000384 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

Surveying northern hemisphere voyages, finishing with Cook’s final expedition
15. FORSTER, Johann Reinhold.
History of the Voyages and Discoveries made in the North.
Quarto, three engraved maps, a good copy in contemporary quarter calf, morocco slipcase. London,
1786.

The Forsters, father and son, sailed famously on Cook’s second voyage. As
Holmes points out, Cook’s mention in his journal that he “pitched upon”
them to fill the gap left by Banks’s departure from the expedition was
distinctly unflattering. “They proved-Johann in particular-to be querulous
and uncongenial shipmates, and on their return they complained bitterly
of their treatment by the Admiralty”. They must have been Cook’s least
favourite men.
Both published copiously on scientific subjects, and both wrote specifically
on the second voyage (catalogue numbers 18 and 22). The present work is
a general survey of navigation and discovery in the northern hemisphere
from the earliest times, which Forster had originally published in Frankfurt
in 1784: this is its first appearance in English, in which some errors are corrected and various disparaging remarks about Daines Barrington deleted.
“Twelve pages relate to Cook’s last voyage, and to some of his companions.
Cook ‘was stabbed with a large iron dagger, of which Cook himself had
made him a present’…” (Hocken). The collection is also significant for the
Northwest coast as it discusses the voyages of Cabrillo, Vizcaino and other
navigators.
Beddie, 249; Cowan, pp. 218-9; Hocken, p. 25; Holmes, 59; Kroepelien, 460; Wagner, II, 695.

$6800 [5000358 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

The exotic East and West Indies: in monastic pigskin binding
16. FRANZ, Erasmus.
Ost- und West-Indischer wie auch Sinesischer Lust- und Stats-Garten.
Thick folio, engraved title, followed by title-page in red & black, envoi to German Emperor Leopold I
with separate armorial frontispiece, 65 plates, with one textual illustration and the terminal Errata leaf;
contemporary full pigskin with blind-embossed armorial stamps “Insigne Preposit Rayhradensis Ordinis
S Benedicti” (with manuscript annotations from the Benedictine library on title-page), leather straps on
brass clasps repaired but original, banded spine with early manuscript spine title. Nürnberg,
Johann Andreæ Endter, 1668.

A monumental work on the East and West Indies and Asia; a splendid
copy, in a well-preserved binding from a Benedictine library, of this work of
exotic natural history by one of the most prolific authors of the seventeenth
century. This ornate and lavishly illustrated book was a good companion to
aristocratic collections of curiosities and Wunderkammern. The descriptions
of natural history are interspersed with ethnographical musings, homeopathic advice on folk medicines and the history of European exploration
and expansion, both actual and fabulous. Among its many delights is the
extraordinary series of detailed plates, including two views of Batavia
showing the harbour packed with junks, packets, and exclusively Dutch
ships.
The three books of this vast work treat of the natural history, the customs,
and the curiosities of the East and West Indies, and the Americas, ‘with
many very curious details’ (Sabin), as curious as speculations about which
animal might triumph in a fight between a tiger and a dragon, the anatomy
of mermaids and mermen, or the habits of the flying tortoises of China.
Erasmus Franz (or Franciscus), was born in Lübeck in 1627 and died in
Nuremberg in 1694. A polymath, he is best known for his indefatigable
collecting of all sorts of folklore, natural history and ethnography; his massive studies, often published under coy pseudonyms, were bestsellers in
seventeenth-century Europe.
Borba de Moraes, 323; John Carter Brown, 668/61; Sabin, 25463.

$19,850 [4012339 at hordern.com]
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Freville summarises the pre-Cook voyages and the Endeavour, and translates Marra’s second voyage
17. FREVILLE, A.F.J. de, and [John MARRA].
Nouvelles Découvertes faites dans la Mer du Sud… [and] Journal du second
voyage du Capitaine Cook…
Two volumes, octavo, with an engraved folding map; a fine copy in contemporary French mottled calf gilt.
Paris, chez de Hansy; [and] Amsterdam, et se trouve à Paris, chez Pissot, Nyon, 1774 [&] 1777.

A particularly good example of Fréville’s compilation of voyage accounts,
distinguished by having added to it as a uniform set the earliest published
account of Cook’s second voyage, thus bringing his collection of voyages
right up to date in 1777. In the main work here Fréville, who acquired much
of his knowledge while translating Cook’s first voyage into French, gives
a concise view of geographical and ethnographic knowledge of Oceania
including Australia and New Zealand. He had also translated Dalrymple into
French (see catalogue no. 9). It was the first such work to include material
from Hawkesworth’s Account of the Voyages, 1773, and thus summarises the
geographical discoveries of Byron, Carteret, Wallis and most importantly
Cook’s first voyage; other sources include Bougainville. The chart, prepared
by Vaugondy, the King’s geographer, shows the tracks of Byron, Wallis and
Carteret in the Pacific, and that of Cook’s Endeavour through the Society
Islands, New Zealand and along the east coast of Australia. More than 320
pages are devoted to Australia and New Zealand.
This fine set is completed with the addition of Fréville’s separately-published
French version of the first full account of Cook’s second voyage to have been
published, translated from the 1775 London printing, and thus also including
an account of the Adventure’s time on the Tasmanian coast. This is also the first
French account of the Antarctic. John Marra’s account of Cook’s second voyage was the first substantial account of the voyage to appear in print, and was
published anonymously to circumvent Admiralty regulations against the use
of shipboard journals for personal profit by members of the expedition. The
eager audience for news of these famous adventures meant that publishers
were anxious to bring out narratives as soon as possible after the return of the
voyagers, in continental Europe as well as England.
Beddie, 720 & 1272; O'Reilly-Reitman, 100; Rosove, 214 (n).

$8750 [5000400 at hordern.com]

Books from a private collection: 1. Early voyage books & collections

see description and illustrations at

“One of the rarest items of early Australiana”
18. GONNEVILLE, Jean Paulmier de Courtonne, de.
Mémoires touchant l’Etablissement d’une Mission Chrestienne dans le
Troisième Monde…
Duodecimo, pp. [,vi], 216; old blind-decorated dark brown leather binding, preserved in a quarter
green morocco bookform box. Paris, chez Claude Cramoisy, 1663.

Exceptionally rare: the elusive narrative of an early sixteenth-century voyage
from France to the Terre Australe or southern continent and a proposal to
settle, colonise and evangelise the South Land. This is a remarkable copy of
a great rarity, with an excellent provenance. Of two or possibly three issues
that appeared at around the same time this is an example of the fullest with
additional prefatory material.
This is the narrative of the French navigator Binot Paulmyer sieur de
Gonneville’s early sixteenth-century voyage from France that claims to
have reached the Terre Australe or southern continent. Sailing from the
Normandy seaport Honfleur in 1503, with two Portuguese pilots aboard,
heading for the East Indies, they struck a terrible storm somewhere near the
Cape of Good Hope which took them off course and led to their accidental
discovery of the "great Austral land", which de Gonneville also referred to as
the "Indes Meridionales". They stayed six months in what he described as an
idyllic land of plenty where no-one needed to work, and which he said was
about six weeks' sailing east of the Cape of Good Hope.
Returning to France on his ship the Espoir in 1505, he brought back with him
Essomeric, a native of the land he had discovered. Essomeric settled in Normandy and was quickly assimilated into Norman society, taking de Gonneville’s name, and marrying his daughter. His great grandson Paulmier de
Courtonne de Gonneville, who was responsible for this first publication of
the narrative, was his great-grandson and a pillar of the establishment as the
canon of Lisieux cathedral. The younger de Gonneville argues in an accompanying address here to the Pope - rather as de Quirós did in his memorials
to the King of Spain - for the colonisation of the southern continent by means
of a mission there to convert the native inhabitants of “La Terre Australe”.

Books from a private collection: 1. Early voyage books & collections

De Gonneville’s supposed discovery of the southern continent took place
a century before that of de Quirós, and yet it has received little historical
attention (the slender literature is listed in Howgego, Encyclopedia of
Exploration to 1800, G71). De Gonneville’s account has never been published in English apart from brief extracts.
A long analysis of this work appears on our website.
Brunet, 3/1595; Church, 581; JCB, 3/91; Leclerc, 1628 and 2588; Mackaness, ‘The Art of Book-Collecting’, pp. 67-8; Robert, 1651. See also http://www.australiaforeveryone.com.au/files/maritime-gonneville.html.

Provenance: “DVL” (old initials on title-page); early ink inscription “Ouvrage d’une rareté excessive il n’en est pas passé un depuis plus de vingt
ans”; French bookseller inscription “Très rare. Voir Leclerc Bibl. Am. No.
1628”; Dr. George Mackaness, Sydney (with his bookplate and separate ink
note “This is one of the rarest and most valuable books in my Collection”);
sold by Angus & Robertson, Mackaness Collection Catalogue 1, 1967, no.
796; probably their pencil inscription “So rare that Petherick stated only 3
copies were known”; Rodney Davidson (with bookplate); sold by Australian Book Auctions, 7 March 2005, lot 2, $69,900.
$84,000 [5000487 at hordern.com]
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further analysis and more illustrations at

Classic English collection of voyages
19. HAKLUYT, Richard.
Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques & Discoveries.
Twelve volumes, octavo, illustrated throughout with maps (many folding), proof impressions of the plates;
essentially an excellent set in the original quarter parchment gilt over blue cloth boards, top edges gilt
others uncut. Glasgow, Maclehose, 1903-1905.

A fine set of the famous Maclehose edition of Hakluyt. This handsome
production reprints the second and best edition of Hakluyt’s magnum opus, a
classic of travel literature, the first English collection of voyages, and one of the
gems of Elizabethan letters. Hakluyt himself was ‘the first lecturer on modern
geography and one of the leading spirits of Elizabethan maritime expansion’
(PMM). The work is devoted to American discoveries and the British colonisation of America, and although published a few years before the Dutch voyage
of the Duyfken to the west coast of Cape York in 1605, it is significant that by
the time of the revised second edition, Hakluyt was able to include the first
tentative forays of the English into the South Seas, whether round Cape Horn
or through the Straits of Magellan. As a result, Hakluyt’s book represents the
pinnacle of Elizabethan geography, but is also among the earliest published
works on British expansion into the Pacific.
The final part, originally published in 1600, includes most of the New World
material, not only cataloguing many of the early American discoveries, but
also representing the cusp of early voyages into the Pacific, notably in the
section entitled “A Catalogue of divers English voyages, some intended and
some performed to the Streights of Magellan, the South Sea… to the headland
of California, and to the Northwest…”. Printed here are not only reports of
the voyages of Drake and several of his compatriots, there is an early account
of the important 1586 voyage of Thomas Cavendish, and discussions of major
voyages which were destined for the South Seas but failed to round Cape Horn,
including those of Edward Fenton (intended for China), Robert Withrington,
and the failed 1591 second voyage of Cavendish.
The Maclehose edition is considered the finest modern edition of Hakluyt. It
was published as the first twelve numbers of the “Extra Series” of the Hakluyt
Society. This is the deluxe issue, from an edition of 100 copies, without the
limitation leaf (apparently so issued).
$5250 [3911443 at hordern.com] 		
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Second and best edition, first to include the important Tasman map
20. HARRIS, John, edited and revised by John CAMPBELL.
Navigantium atque Itinerantium Bibliotheca…
Two volumes, thick folio; titles printed in black and red, with altogether 61 engraved maps and plates
(15 of them folding) by or after Emmanuel Bowen; a good copy in contemporary calf, old rebacking,
spines with raised bands. London, T. Woodward and others, 1744-1748.

Second and best edition of Harris’ great collection of voyages and travels,
with the first appearance of Emmanuel Bowen’s “Complete Map of the
Southern Continent surveyed by Capt. Abel Tasman”; this is one of the
earliest English maps of Australia. Of note are the two texts printed on the
map, one of which discusses the voyage of Quiros while the other sings the
praises of the southern continent (‘Whoever perfectly discovers and settles
it will become infallibly possessed of territories as rich and fruitful and as
capable of improvement as any that have hitherto been found…’). Harris’
great collection of travels was first published in 1705 in slighter form. For
this new version it was extensively revised by John Campbell who made
numerous changes and, significantly, added narratives of those new voyages - many of Australasian interest - that had been undertaken or become
known since 1705. In his text Campbell encourages further voyages to
the imperfectly known Southern Continent in continuation of the work of
those (including Quiros, Pelsaert, Tasman and Dampier) whose narratives
he published. ‘He recommended an expedition to Van Diemen’s Land,
and a voyage to New Guinea by which means… ‘all the back coast of New
Holland, and New Guiney, might be thoroughly examined; and we might
know as well, and as certainly, as the Dutch, how far a Colony settled there
might answer our Expectations’…’ (Glyndwr Williams and Alan Frost,
Terre Australis to Australia).
Clancy 6.25; Cummings 267 (the Georgia map); Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, pp. 37-8; European Americana
744/116; Hill, 775; Lada-Mocarski, 3; Landwehr, 261; Perry, p. 60 & plate 29; Sabin 30483; Schilder, ‘Australia Unveiled’,
map 87.

$17,500 [4505207 at hordern.com]
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Long illustrated voyage history, from an aristocratic library
21. HOMBRON, M.
Aventures les plus curieuses des Voyageurs…
Two volumes, octavo, wood-engravings, contemporary half morocco. Paris, Belin-Leprieur & Morizot,
1847.

A most attractive copy of this detailed and lengthy illustrated history of
the major voyages, including La Pérouse and the third voyage of James
Cook with an apparently original version, in both text and illustration, of
the “Death of Cook”. The second last chapter of the book has a sketch of
the natives of New South Wales based on the account of Dumont d’Urville,
who visited Australia in 1827. Hombron sailed with Dumont d’Urville as
surgeon and naturalist on his second voyage, to the Antarctic.
This compendious work details the history of voyaging and, as commonly,
gravitates towards tales of wreck and ruin. As might be expected in a
French work, there is a great deal on La Pérouse, including sections on his
battles in Hudson Bay, his stay at Monterey in California, and his death
at Vanikoro. Also present are chapters on, to name but a few, Alexander
Selkirk marooned on Juan Fernandez, Bougainville’s visit to Tahiti, and the
discovery of New Zealand.
Ferguson, 4543aa; not in Beddie; not in Forbes.

$1725 [5000411 at hordern.com]
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French efforts to colonise the unknown southern land
22. LA POPELINIERE, Henri Lancelot-Voisin de.
L’Amiral de France. Et par occasion, de celuy des autres nations…
Tall octavo, title-page vignette, with the 10 pp. index and 2 pp. errata, early owner’s marks including neat
library stamp to title-page; an excellent and very attractive tall copy in eighteenth-century sprinkled calf, flat
spine gilt with crimson morocco label. Paris, chez Thomas Perier, 1584.

Rare sixteenth-century proposal for French voyaging, advocating the founding
of a colony in the unknown - “australe” - land. The work was written during the
period, as Frank Lestringant has argued, that French cosmographers had decided
to leave the northern confines of the New World to the ambitions of the English;
instead ‘the myth of a southern continent would in France nourish, for another
generation and beyond, dreams of empire and revenge’ (Mapping the Renaissance
World, p. 118). Voisin de la Popelinière (1541-1608) was a speculative geographer
known for his interest in the “incogneu” world, and particularly for his proposal
that the French should not just explore these regions, but colonise them.
La Popèliniere’s utopian project for French expansion in the then only vaguely
theorised unknown worlds of the southern hemisphere marks him out as a significant and very early precursor not only to Gonneville (1663), but as one of the
foundation writers of the long French interest in the region that would culminate
in the voyages of Bougainville and his successors. Even more extraordinarily,
he is thought to have mounted the first genuine attempt to found just such a
colony, sailing from La Rochelle in May 1589 with three tiny ships. John Dunmore
writes that they ‘got no further than Cap Blanc in West Africa, where dissensions
and dispondency made him abandon the expedition and return to France. The
captains of the two other ships, Richardiere and Trepagne, decided to continue
to South America, but only succeeded in reaching the coast of Brazil. A century
and a half was to elapse before another attempt was made.’ (French Explorers in the
Pacific, I, p. 196) Despite its inglorious end, it thus remains possible that he was
the first French explorer to search for the Terre Australe, a good 75 years before
Gonneville even propounded such an idea.
Not in Brunet; not in Graesse; Polak, 5311. There is very little published on the early speculations of this important geographer
and explorer, but see Charles de Ronciere, ‘La Première expedition française vers la continent austral,’ in Histoire de la marine
française (Richelien, 1923, pp. 258-61). There is also an excellent introduction to his thought in the recent scholarly edition of Les
Trois Mondes de La Popelinière (Geneva, Librairie Droz, 1997).

Provenance: Gaspard Froment, professor of law c. 1610-1645 at the University
of Valence in the south of France, with his ownership inscription at head of title;
with the later (c. 1850) stamp of the Jesuit house at Lyon, not far from Valence
(our thanks to Nicolas Barker for identifying this provenance).
$45,000 [4504971 at hordern.com] 		
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Wide ranging anthology of voyages and shipwrecks
23. LAFOND DE LURCY, Gabriel.
Voyages Autour du Monde et Naufrages Célèbres.
Eight volumes, octavo, with frontispiece portrait in volume 1, and 76 engraved plates (including 31
hand coloured) and vignette views on title-pages; a very attractive set in contemporary dark blue
quarter morocco. Paris, 1843.

A fine set of this collection, which is distinguished by its striking series of
coloured plates. The elaborate collection of voyages includes those made
by the author himself in the Pacific. Lafond visited Tahiti on the Estrella in
1822 and was in Hawaii in April 1828 on the Alzire. Volume 8 includes his
account of the voyage of the Candide to Australia, New Zealand, Tonga,
Fiji and the Mariannas.
Voyages to Mexico and South America are in volumes 1-3; to Hawaii, the
Philippines and China in volume 4; South-East Asia in volumes 5-6; Africa,
volumes 7-8.
Ferguson, 3847c (previously allocated 11283a in volume VI); Hill, 962; Judd, 99; O'Reilly-Reitman, 805.

$2450 [5000297 at hordern.com]
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The Portuguese expand into India, the East Indies, and China
24. LOPES DE CASTANHEDA, Fernão.
The first Booke of the Historie of the Discoverie and Conquest of the East
Indias…
Small quarto, printed in black letter with woodcut initials; a few contemporary marginal notes; nineteenth-century calf, very well rebacked. London, Thomas East, 1582.

The first English edition of one of the most important works of the first great
age of discovery, a rare and important source for the history of sixteenthcentury Portuguese expansion into Asia. This first book of Castanheda’s
work, originally published in Coimbra in 1551, was translated by Nicholas
Lichefield and, most appropriately, dedicated to Sir Francis Drake. Castanheda spent some two decades in the Portuguese colonies in the East, and so
was well equipped to write this account. Only this first book was published
in English; as the Hill catalogue notes, ‘the English edition is very rare’.
Most of Castanheda’s great book is devoted to the Portuguese thrust into
Asia in the early 16th century, chronicling their epic expansion into India,
the East Indies, and China between 1497 and 1525. It is one of the primary
sources for the early Portuguese trading empire, a model that the British
were beginning to emulate at the time of publication. Penrose describes
the book as ‘an impartial book of outspoken sincerity which was the fruit
of years of residence in the East.’ ‘In translating this history of Portuguese
eastern imperialism to 1525, Nicholas Lichefield gave to English readers the
accounts of Diaz, Covilhan, Da Gama, Cabral, the cousins Albuquerque,
Pacheco and other Portuguese pioneers of eastern exploration, trade and
conquest. In these narratives he set forth the navigations, battles, difficulties,
and triumphs of the first East Indian empire; he also revealed the ‘commodities and riches that every of these places doth yield’…’ (Parker, pp. 116-7).
‘Although relating principally to the Portuguese in India, China, and the
East Indies (where Lopes de Castanheda lived for twenty years), this work
Alden, ‘European Americana’, 582/54; Borba de Moraes, I:143; Hill, 1035; Penrose, Travel and Discovery in the Renaissance, pp.274-79; Sabin, 11391 (“A most interesting and rare book”); STC, 16806; Streeter sale, 26.

Provenance: From the library of the Inner Temple, with its old stamps and
bookplate, and its winged-horse crest in gilt on the front cover.
$65,000 [3912563 at hordern.com]
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Miniature voyage collection, with a Freycinet section
25. MACCARTHY, J.
Choix de voyages dans les Quatre Parties du Monde…
15 volumes, duodecimo, with numerous folding maps & plates; contemporary half calf. Paris, Dabo
and Masson, 1823.

A delightful French miniature collection of voyages. There are three volumes each to the sections on Africa, Asia, America, Europe and the South
Seas. This last part has good Australian and South Pacific material from a
variety of sources, including Oxley and Freycinet, both of whose narratives
had only just been published. The collection is most interesting and is well
illustrated with early engraved maps and plates.
This handsome set, in fine original condition, has the armorial bookplate of
Baron de Nervo.
$6000 [2903176 at hordern.com]
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“‘tis the Discovery of a new World, not yet known to the English”
26. NARBOROUGH, John, and others.
An Account of Several Late Voyages and Discoveries: I. Sir John Narborough’s
Voyage to the South Sea… II. Captain J. Tasman’s Discoveries on the Coast of
the South Terra Incognita…
Octavo, folding “Chart of the western and southern oceans”, folding chart of Terra del Fuego, polar map
and 19 engraved views; a very good copy in contemporary panelled calf, neatly rebacked. London, R. Brown,
1711.

Second and best edition, with the additional chart of the western and southern
oceans which did not appear in the earlier edition. This compendium of early
voyages includes an early account in English of Tasman’s famous voyage of
1642. The book also prints the narrative of Narborough’s voyage in the Batchelour
through the Strait of Magellan and into the Pacific, which was widely read by
later navigators including the survivors of the Wager (part of Anson’s fleet), who
used this account for their own navigation through the passage.
The editor, Tancred Robinson, gives a résumé of earlier voyages, including those
of De Quiros, Drake and Magellan, and makes a plea for scientific exploration of
the globe, lamenting ‘that the English nation have not sent with their Navigators,
some skilful Painters, Naturalists, and Mechanists, under publick Stipends and
Encouragement as the Dutch and French have done…’.
It is the Tasman voyage that is of the greatest interest here: one of very few
contemporary printed accounts of the fundamental voyage, the book is therefore
‘of the greatest importance to an Australian collection, as it contains one of
the earliest accounts of Abel Janszoon Tasman’s famous voyage of 1642 from
Batavia, in which he discovered Tasmania and New Zealand and visited Tonga
and Fiji’ (Hill) as well as visiting New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The
editor exclaims of Tasman’s voyage: ‘tis the Discovery of a new World, not yet
known to the English, ‘Tis probable by Abel Jansen Tasman’s Navigation, that
New Guinea, New Carpentaria, and New Holland, are a vast prodigious Island,
which he seems to have encompass’d in his Voyage…’.
Hill, 1476; Sabin, 72186.

$7250 [5000360 at hordern.com] 		

see description and illustrations at

Travel: “the very excellency of man”
27. OSBORNE, Thomas.
A Collection of Voyages and Travels, Consisting of Authentic Writers in
our own Tongue…
Two volumes, folio, with 37 maps and 16 plates (many folding), and a letterpress folding table; a
handsome set in the original panelled calf, decorated in gilt, rebacked by Aquarius. London, Thomas
Osborne, 1745.

A fine set, with excellent early provenance, of one of the most handsome
voyage compendiums of the eighteenth century. These two volumes are
known as the ‘Harleian’ or ‘Oxford’ voyages’, being compiled in some part
from the unpublished manuscripts in the collection of the Earl of Oxford.
Although separately published by Thomas Osborne at a later date, they are
generally considered the logical supplement to the travel anthology first
published in 1704 by John and Awnsham Churchill. Since they publish
material not included in the first six volumes of Churchill’s anthology
(including Galvano, Drake, Le Maire, de Mont and numerous others), they
form a natural complement to the earlier collection. Osborne, or an associate, has contributed a disarmingly eloquent introductory discourse on
travel, foreign government and the like, filled with choice aphorisms such
as “in your travel you shall have great help to attain knowledge, which is
not only the most excellent thing in man, but the very excellency of man”.
Cox, pp.14-15; Hill, 295; Landwehr, 263; Lust, 252; Petherick, York Gate, 2087-8; Robert, 1920.

Provenance: Thomas Dampier, Bishop of Rochester (veteran bibliophile
and friend of Thomas Dibdin; no relation of the buccaneer; his library was
reputed to be one of the finest in England), with Dampier’s armorial bookplates; presumably William Cavendish (who bought Dampier’s library
en-bloc after his death for the then enormous sum of £10,000); Rodney
Davidson, with bookplates.
$11,250 [4401856 at hordern.com]
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“The greatest classic of the early years of Spanish activity in the New World”
28. OVIEDO Y VALDES, Gonzalo Fernandez de.
Historia General y Natural de las Indias, Islas y Tierra-Firme del Mar Océano…
Four volumes, folio, with a total of 15 plates (three folding, one coloured); a fine uncut set in contemporary
half morocco. Madrid, Real Academia, 1851 - 1855.

The first full publication of one of the great eyewitness accounts of the Spanish
settlement of the New World, only published in full for the first time in this
edition: “this is the source from which most literary writers have drawn their
accounts of the early occurrences in the New World” (Church). The great
sixteenth-century text was “a massive work which, if published when it was
written, might have given its author the literary stature of Barros… As Oviedo’s
work stands, it is a noble monument; in fact, it is the greatest classic of the early
years of Spanish activity in the New World to be chronicled by a contemporary…” (Penrose). Oviedo gives the earliest full and credible descriptions of
many New World species, along with the best depiction of life in the Americas
in the early 16th century.
The Spanish historian and writer was well-connected at the Spanish court,
which enabled him, for example, to be present at the return of Christopher
Columbus in 1493. After travel and study in Italy he made his way to the New
World in 1514, holding held many offices there; he began his Historia general
y natural in the 1520s; returning to Spain in 1523, publication of his brief work
Sumario de la natural historia de las Indias brought him to the attention of the
Emperor, and led to his appointment as official Chronicler of the Indies in
1532. He travelled frequently to the Americas, spending almost twenty years in
Panama, Colombia, and on Hispaniola, until his death shortly after mid-century.
The first nineteen books of his Historia general were printed in Seville in 1535.
The twentieth book did not appear until 1577, the year of his death, while the
complete fifty books of the history were printed only in this form in 1851-55. No
full English translation was ever published.
Borba de Moraes, II, pp. 644-5 (‘This magnificent edition is hard to find today’); LeClerc, 433; Palau, 89532 (“magnifica en
todos conceptos, tanto por el merito historico y literario como por la presentacion nitida y correcta”); Penrose, Travel and Discovery in the Renaissance, pp. 292-4; Sabin, 57990.

$11,500 [4504977 at hordern.com] 		
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The extraordinary collection of voyage narratives in English
29. PURCHAS, Samuel.
Purchas his Pilgrimes…
Five volumes, folio (in sixes), with seven double-page engraved maps, and 88 smaller maps or illustrations in the text; additional ornamental title page to the first volume; a few marginal repairs, some
of the in-text maps just trimmed by binder at margins, the Virginia and New England maps in in the
fourth volume expertly backed on linen; generally in fine condition; in a handsome early 20th-century
binding of dark brown crushed morocco, central gilt arabesque on covers, all edges gilt, marbled endpapers with inner gilt dentelle borders, by Pratt with his stamp in each volume. London, W. Stansby for
H. Fetherstone, 1625-1626.

The classic anthology of exploration: ‘This is one of the fullest and most
important collections of voyages and travels in the English language’
(Church). This is a splendid set (in a handsome binding by the 19th-century
London binder Pratt) of the monumental sequel to Hakluyt’s collection of
voyages. The five mighty volumes, encompassing some twelve hundred
separate narratives, ‘hold many a stirring tale of bravery at sea, ice under
a midnight sun in Arctic seas or, far away south, under a tropic moon or
brazen noontide sun. They tell of parching thirst, and freezing cold, of chill
winds that searched men to the bone, and of the hot breath of desert sands
that scorched their flesh and drove them crazed to death…’ (Waters, p. 260).
As the Hill catalogue notes, ‘At the death of Hakluyt there was left a large
collection of voyages in manuscript which came into the hands of Purchas,
who added to them many more voyages and travels, of Dutch, Spanish, and
Portuguese explorers as well as of English travellers. Purchas followed the
general plan of Hakluyt, but he frequently put the accounts into his own
words… The main divisions of the work fall into two parts: the first covering the world known to Ptolemy, the second coming down to Purchas’ own
day. This fine collection includes the accounts of Cortes and Pizarro, Drake,
Cavendish, John and Richard Hawkins, Quiros, Magellan, van Noort,
Spilbergen, and Barents as well as the categories of Portuguese voyages to
the East Indies, Jesuit voyages to China and Japan, East India Company
voyages, and the expeditions of the Muscovy Company…’.
A detailed list of the contents can be supplied on request.
Alden, ‘European Americana’, 625/173, 626/101; Arents, 158; Borba de Moraes, II, p.692-3; Church, 401A; Cordier, Bibliotheca Sinica, 1940f; Hill, 1403; Sabin, 6682-86; STC, 20509/20508.5; Streit, ‘Bibliotheca Missionum’, I, 423.

$148,500 [4211179 at hordern.com]
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further analysis and more illustrations at

Quiros’s Eighth Memorial: the second printing in English
30. QUIROS, Pedro Fernandez de.
Relation of the New Discoverie in the South Sea…
Folio; pp. 1422-1432; good modern binding of half morocco, spine lettered in gilt. London, 1625.

Quiros’s famous Eighth Memorial: this extract from the magisterial voyage anthology of Purchas (Purchas His Pilgrimes, London, 1625) is only
the second printing in English of Quiros’s Memorial to the King of Spain
describing the wonders of Terra Australis. This is realistically the earliest
available edition in English, since the first English edition of 1617, rightly
considered one of the highlights of early Australian books, is notoriously
rare.
The Eighth Memorial of Quiros is one of the most famous of all voyage
texts, and more than any other single cause was responsible for the search
for a Southern Continent that only ultimately ceased with Cook’s discoveries. Between 1607 and 1614 Quiros submitted about 65 memorials to Philip
III and members of his councils seeking support for the further exploration
and settlement of the Southern Continent. Circulation of the Spanish
memorials was highly restricted and all but a few remained in manuscript.
Only one - the Eighth, which appeared originally in December 1608 or
January 1609 - was translated (into Dutch, English, French, German and
Italian) and published separately outside Spain, becoming as a result the
best known and the most influential.
In the Memorial, Quiros compares Terra Australis favourably with
America and Asia in regard to size, natural wealth and the possibilities
for successful settlement; and though he had actually discovered the New
Hebrides, Columbus thought that he had discovered Cathay, and the
Quiros Memorial in its importance to Australia may be compared with the
celebrated Columbus Letter in its various printings at the end of the fifteenth century in its importance to America. As Dalrymple later wrote, ‘the
discovery of the Southern Continent, whenever and by whomsoever it may
have been completely effected, is in justice due to his immortal name…”.
Sanz, C. ‘Australia su descubrimiento y denominacion’, no. 21, pp. 237-8 and passim; see Dunn, F.M. ‘A Catalogue of
Memorials by Pedro Fernandez de Quiros… in the Dixson and Mitchell Libraries’, p. 23.

$2650 [5000319 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

First French edition of a Dutchman’s account of the East Indies
31. SCHOUTEN, Wouter.
Voiage de Gautier Schouten aux Indes Orientales, commencé l’an 1658 &
fini l’an 1665. …
Two volumes, duodecimo; titles printed in black and red; frontispiece of ceremonial elephant repeated in both volumes, with a portrait of the author and five folding engravings in the first volume,
and a series of 15 figures on nine engraved plates in the second volume; a fine copy in contemporary
French mottled calf, spine gilt. Amsterdam, aux dépens d’Estienne Roger, 1707.

First edition in French. Wouter Schouten, surgeon and explorer (1638-1704),
was a Dutchman in the service of the VOC (Dutch East India Company).
He wrote up his experiences in Batavia, Ceylon, the Moluccas, and other
parts of South East Asia, for publication in Amsterdam in 1676. It was
published in German at the same time but only thirty years later did it
appear in this French version, illustrated with charming engravings of
natural history and scenery. There were several later printings, of which a
1725 version is more often seen.
Landwehr, VOC, 288; Tiele, Nederlandsche Bibliographie, 991.

$2800 [5000531 at hordern.com]
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see description and illustrations at

The La Rochefoucauld copy of Thevenot, with the first state of the Tasman map

32 Thevenot: description overleaf

Books from a private collection: 1. Early voyage books & collections

32. THEVENOT, Melchisidec.
Relations de divers voyages curieux, qui n’ont point esté publiees.
Folio, with five maps and two plates; illustrations in text; title, table and one page printed in black and
red; an excellent copy in contemporary French mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments. Paris, Jacques
Langlois [and others], 1663.

First edition: including the very rare and desirable first state of the Tasman
map, the first printed map to show Tasman’s discoveries and the most
important of all early maps of the shores of Australia and New Zealand.
This excellent copy of the book came from the library at Chateau La
Roche-Guyon, to which it would have been added on publication. It is the
earliest issue of Thevenot’s great collection of voyages, and contains the
first appearance of the double-page map based on Tasman’s voyages, in its
first state (without tropic or rhumb lines). Second, third and fourth parts of
the collection were issued between 1664 and 1672, while various collective
issues appeared before the final issue, incorporating a fifth part, of 1696. In
these later issues, the Tasman map is almost invariably in one of its three
(or possibly four) later states.
This was the first printed map devoted solely to Australia and New
Zealand, and was based on the marble world map in the Amsterdam
Stadhuys. It was this map that properly gave the first clear idea of the
shape and location of the new fifth continent, while also indicating the
gaps in European knowledge that would not be filled until Cook’s voyages
more than a century later.
The numerous separate travel accounts include ‘La Terre Australe Descouvverte par le Capitaine Pelsart, qui y fait naufrage’, Pelsaert’s description of the
loss of the Batavia on the west coast of Australia in 1629, with his account
of the bloody mutiny and its horrific aftermath. This was the first version
of the narrative to have been printed outside Holland and the first in any
language other than Dutch. Apart from its importance to Australia, the
Relations includes other very interesting material that had not been previously published in French. These include several narratives from the Dutch
such as the description of Coxinga’s victory which resulted in the end of
Dutch rule in Formosa (1661), again in the first published account outside
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Holland. There are also translations of Greave’s Pyramidographia, the voyages of da Mota, Pelsaert, Bontekoe, Terry and others to the East Indies and
Australia, in addition to the accounts of Pietro della Valle in the Near-East
and Anthony Jenkinson’s trip to Muscovy.
Apart from its importance to Australia, the Relations includes other very
interesting material that had not been previously published in French.
These include several narratives from the Dutch such as the description
of Coxinga’s victory which resulted in the end of Dutch rule in Formosa
(1661), again in the first published account outside Holland. There are also
translations of Greave's Pyramidographia, the voyages of da Mota, Pelsaert,
Bontekoe, Terry and others to the East Indies and Australia, in addition to
the accounts of Pietro della Valle in the Near-East and Anthony Jenkinson's
trip to Muscovy.
Davidson, ‘A Book Collector’s Notes’, pp. 28-9; Landwehr, 258; Sabin, 95333; Schilder, ‘Australia Unveiled’, map 85;
Sabin, 95333; Tooley, ‘Australia’, 23, 25.

Provenance: From the library of the Duc de la Rochefoucauld (inscribed
“Rochefoucauld” and with the small library-stamp; Sotheby’s Monaco,
9 Dec 1987, Bibliothèque du Château de La Roche-Guyon, lot 899). The
library of the Ducs de la Rochefoucauld at Chateau La Roche-Guyon was
one of the great French private collections: its particular strengths - in
voyage accounts, as well as in literature, politics and economics - reflected
the central position of the family in French public and literary life. The
library later played a central part in the cultural life of the prominent Enlightenment figure the Duchesse d'Enville: “there and in her hôtel in Paris,
she established herself as an important Enlightenment figure in her own
right. Her salon was frequented by a who's who of Enlightenment society:
authors, politicians, princes and philosophes from France and abroad,
including the Scot Adam Smith, the Englishman Arthur Young, and the
future King Gustav III of Sweden. Among her correspondents was the
great Voltaire himself. As a matter of course, she continued to expand the
library that now bears her name, and she ordered the construction of the
room in the castle that housed it...” (Kathie Coblentz, ‘The Ghost Library of
the Château de La Roche-Guyon’, online resource).
$60,000 [5000383 at hordern.com]

further analysis and more illustrations at

The most reliable source for Quiros’s 1605 voyage, with a remarkable map of the Pacific
33. TORQUEMADA, Juan de.
Monarchia Indiana, con el origen y guerras, de los Indios Ocidentales…
Three volumes, folio, with engraved titles and a folding map; contemporary limp vellum, spines titled
by hand. Madrid, Nicolas Rodriguez Franco, 1723.

The “key work on the early history of Spanish North America, particularly
Mexico, the Southwest and California” (Hill); this is the second and best
edition including the famous map emphasising the full extent of the Pacific
ocean, which depicts the Chinese coast, Philippines, Solomons, New
Guinea and “Tierra Austral” to the west and Mexico and South America
to the east. The preface mentions the extreme rarity of the 1615 Seville first
edition - only three copies were known in Madrid in 1723 - and explains
that most copies had apparently been lost in a shipwreck, presumably
en-route to Mexico. The map had not been included in that 1615 edition.
The book is especially important in the literature of Pacific exploration
because of Torquemada’s account of Quiros’s voyage of 1605, in which he
sailed from Callao to locate the fabled Southern Continent. The earliest
extensive description of the expedition to be printed, this remained the
only reliable source available to navigators, geographers and historians
until the nineteenth century. Celsus Kelly (“The narrative of Pedro Fernandez de Quirós” in Historical Studies, Australia and New Zealand IX/34,
May 1960) has shown that Torquemada had access to Quiros’s own account
of the voyage as well as to the journal of Munilla, the commissary of the
Franciscans who was also on the voyage. In fact Torquemada probably met
Quiros in Mexico City in 1607, and again in Madrid in 1613. Kelly shows
too that Torquemada probably also interviewed two other members of the
expedition, the ensign Pedro López de Sojo and the sergeant Pedro García
de Lumbreras.
Hill, 1707; JCB, 339; Medina, BHA IV, 2491; Palau, 335033.

$24,500 [5000416 at hordern.com]
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