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SCHWERDT -SPITZ -BOBINS COPY  
 
1. ALKEN,  H ENRY . The Right Sort. London, S. & J. Fuller, 1821-22. 
 

£3,000    110336 
  
The Schwerdt-Spitz-Bobins copy of this rare early Alken series, issued without a title-page and 
which Schwerdt says was ôOne of the author's favouritesõ.  
 
Few Alken prints are lithographic, and these have strikingly fresh colouring. 
 
Provenance: I.C.F.G.R. Schwerdt (bookplate & monogram to foot of spine); Joel Spitz (bookplate & small ink 
stamp on verso of final plate); Norman Bobins. 
 
First edition; landscape folio; 6 fine hand-coloured lithograph plates by Hullmandel after Alken, interleaved with 
blank Whatman paper of the same date, later green half morocco with green morocco label to upper cover, cloth 
slip-case, a fine copy.  
 
Schwerdt III, p.83; Siltzer p.59; Bobins 1388 (this copy). 
 

 
VERY RARE FIRST ISSUE WITH FINE 

PROVENANCE  
 
2. ALKEN,  H ENRY T HOMAS . The National 
Sports of Great Britain. London, Thomas MõLean, 
1820-1821. 
 

£17,500    111334 
  
THE SCHWERDT-JEANSON COPY OF THE RARE FIRST 

EDITION , FIRST ISSUE WITH THE ADDITIONAL TITLE 

DATED 1820.  
 
One of the great 19th-century colour-plate works. 
Illustrated with 50 fine aquatints of exceptional 
quality, it is probably Alkenõs finest work. ôPerhaps 
Alken's best known and most comprehensive workõ 
(Schwerdt, I, p.19), The National Sports of Great Britain 
contains illustrations of horse racing, angling, 
shooting, fox hunting, and coursing, as well as prize 
fighting and cock fighting. 
 
ôthe size and beauty of the plates make this the 
cornerstone of any Alken collectionõ (Tooley). 

 
Provenance: Thomas Burch (ink presentation inscription to Harry Farmer on recto of additional title dated 24 
January 1862); Stephen George Holland (bookplate); C.F.G.R. Schwerdt (bookplate); Marcel Jeanson 
(bookplate). 
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First edition, first issue; folio (46.7 x 30.4 cm); aquatint additional title & 50 aquatint plates after Henry 
Alken, title and plates with contemporary hand-colour, occasional light offsetting and spotting; late 19th-century 
green half morocco, ruled and tooled in gilt, spine gilt in compartments, all edges gilt, extremities rubbed.  
Bobins II, 746; Litchfield 14; Mellon/Podeschi 111; Schwerdt I, p.19; Souhart 10; Tooley 41. 

 
 

 
 
3. BAKER,  SIR SAMUEL WHITE . Cyprus as I saw it in 1879. London, Macmillan, 1879 
 

£1,250    113941 
  
First edition. Baker spent from January to August 1879 in Cyprus. He travelled throughout the 
island in a gipsy van and here provides a geographical and topographical description, adventures 
encountered while travelling and discussions of political considerations since British occupation 
in 1878. Discusses the coexistence of Christians and Muslims on the island. 
 
First edition; 8vo (230 x 155 cm); wood-engraved frontispiece with tissue-guard, a piece of the upper inside corner 
adhered to the title-page (probably from binding process originally, slight general toning, commensurate with age; 
publisherõs green cloth gilt, upper cover ruled in black with circular green pictorial vignette (of cattle-drawn 
caravans), spine slightly darkened and bumped on the ends, otherwise a very good copy; xx, 501, [2 (ads)] 40 
(ads dated August 1879)pp.  
 
Blackmer 67; Navari, Ioannu Collection, I, p 19. 
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MAGNIFICENT IMPERIAL OCTAVOS  
 
4. BEWICK,  T HOMAS &  JOHN . History of British Birds [ WITH ] A Supplement to the 
History of British Birds, A General History of Quadrupeds [AND ] The Fables of Aesop.  
Newcastle, Beilby & Bewick, 1797, 1804 & 1821; 1800; 1818. 
 

£5,000    113366 
  
An exceptional imperial octavo set, one of only 24 copies of the Land Birds thus, finely bound in 
crushed morocco. All first editions save for Quadrupeds, which is the fourth and best edition, the 
first to appear in imperial octavo and with thirteen new wood engravings, textual revisions, and 
the addition of scientific names. This is variant B of the Land Birds, with the vignette of a jug on 
page 22 in the horizontal configuration, and the ôindelicateõ vignette on page 285 is in the 
uncensored state. In this copy of the Water Birds all three vignettes noted by Roscoe (pages 136, 
269, and 359) match his variant A . The Aesop contains Bewickõs facsimile receipt with his thumb 
mark, the short form variant. 
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Loosely inserted into this set is a charming typed letter from the Liverpool firm of Henry Young 
& Sons, Booksellers & Bookbinders, dated June 7th, 1905. It describes this as ôan exceedingly 
fine copy of the first issue with both the rare supplements... together with the òHistory of 
Quadrupedsó and òFables of Aesopó. They make in all 4 volumes, and this is the finest set we 
have ever seen. The òQuadrupedsó, though 4th edition, is really the best edition, as it contains 
more matter than the earlier issue; and the engravings are very much more carefully printed and 
consequently finer impressions... This truly magnificent set possesses every essential point 
necessary to the collector, or to anyone desirous of possessing fine books in the best state 
obtainable... They differ in many respects from the numerous reprints, none of which can be 
compared with the original editions, especially the Imperial Paper Issues, which are so rare that, 
during a business career of more than half a century this is the Only Set that has passed through 
our handsõ. The recipient of the letter, Norman Pringle Todd Esq. of Chislehurst, took Young & 
Sons up on their offer, and added his bookplate to each volume. 
 
Thomas Bewick (1753-1828) was the leading wood-engraver of his day and indeed one of the 
greatest of all time. His books were the first illustrated guides that were accessible to the middle 
class, but they also transcended their subject. The Birds was referred to in Charlotte Bronteõs Jane 
Eyre, and Bewick was referenced by Wordsworth in The Two Thieves: ôOh now that the genius of 
Bewick were mine, And the skill which he learned on the banks of the Tyne.õ 
 
Provenance: N. P. Tod, Esq. (inserted letter). 
 
First editions of the Birds and Aesop, fourth and best edition of the Quadrupeds; 4 vols, 8vo (25.5 x 15.5 cm); 
approximately 1,000 wood engravings within the text, occasional light spotting, particularly to titles, but overall 
contents clean; finely bound in green levant morocco, crushed, spines elaborately gilt in compartments with 
pomegranate and foliate tools, triple gilt rules to boards and turn-ins, marbled endpapers, all edges gilt; bookplates, 
spines browned, uneven fading to boards, light old dampmarks to the Aesop volume, an excellent set.  
Roscoe, Thomas Bewick: A Bibliography Raisonné. 
 

 
ORIGINAL SILVER ôFURNITURE õ 
 
5. [ BIBLE.  KING  JAMES VERSION].  

The Holy Bible containing the Old Testament 
and the New: newly translated out of [the] 
original tongues; and with the former 
translations diligently compar[e]d & revis[e]d by 
his Ma[jestyõs] special com[m]and [BOUND 

WITH ] The Whole Book of Psalms [AND ] The 
Book of Common Prayer. 
London, Printed by Charles Bill and the executors of Thomas 
Newcomb deceas[e]d, printers to the Kings most Excel[ent] 
Majesty, 1699; 1701. 
 

£2,250    112659 
  
The King James Version, splendidly preserved in the 
original black morocco gilt binding furnished in 
silver. A handsome copy, bound with the Book of 
Common Prayer (1701), and Whole Book of Psalms (1699). 
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Binding ôfurnitureõ originally served a functional purpose, with bosses and cornerpieces helping 
to protect the covers from wear and tear, and clasps employed to prevent the parchment leaves 
of manuscript books from warping. The advent of paper and the movement away from wood to 
pasteboard had largely made these features redundant by the end of the seventeenth century. 
Instead, as here, metalwork survived as a decorative feature which enhanced the binding of 
important devotional works, whilst also helping to keep these texts, which were more likely to be 
carried about, secure. 
 
Provenance: Oakeshott family (ownership inscription). 
 
Three works bound as 1; 8vo (200 x 130 mm); engraved general title, ownership inscription in pen to front free 
endpaper recto, minor repairs to Common Prayer title, occasional slight browning; contemporary gilt-tooled black 
morocco, original engraved silver bosses, cornerpieces, and remains of fastenings, gilt spine in 6 compartments, all 
edges gilt, minor restoration to spine ends, with small portion of gilt decoration renewed to lower spine panel, very 
good.  
 
Herbert 852. 

 

 
6. BOEHM,  SIR EDGAR COLLINS . The Persian Gulf and South Sea Isles. London, 
Horace Cox, 1904. 
 

£2,500    114029 
  
Description of Boehmõs journey along the Arabian Gulf with a civil servant from the embassy at 
Constantinople to try a British subject in Baghdad. He visits Muscat and Bahrain, amongst other 
places then crossing to the Persian side of the Gulf, before returning to Muscat. 
 
The South Seas section of the book contains encounters with cannibals in Fiji, including a couple 
of gruesome photographs. 
 
First edition. 8vo, xvi, 104, [ii],105-180 pp., 14 photographic plates, original lilac cloth gilt, a fine copy.  

 
 
7. BOTELER,  T HOMAS . Narrative of a voyage of 
discovery to Africa and Arabia, performed in His Majesty's 
ships Leven and Barracouta, from 1821 to 1826. Under the 
command of Capt. F. W. Owen. London, Bentley, 1835. 
 

£2,250    113924 
  
Boteler served as second lieutenant under Owen during the latter's 
important surveying expedition to Southern Arabia and East 
Africa. He wrote this account which he lent to Owen for his 
official account and it might have remained unpublished were it 
not for his family's desire to see it through the press after he died 
of fever. This proved to be something of a poisoned chalice for 
the Botelers; after Thomas' death his youngest brother took up 
the editing duties only to succumb to a fatal illness himself; next 
his eldest brother stepped into the breech, but whilst sailing from 
Halifax his boat was lost and his body was never recovered. 
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Finally it fell to yet another brother to complete the editing which fortunately he managed to do 
without losing his life. 
 
First edition. 2 volumes, 8vo, xxiv, 414; viii, 479 pp., 4 lithograph plates, occasional light spotting, 
contemporary green polished calf gilt, covers ruled in gilt and blind with fancy gilt corners, spines in five 
compartments, red morocco labels to second and fourth, others richly gilt, broad gilt dividers, marbled edges, a fine 
copy. 
 

 
 
FINELY ILLUSTRATED WITH 390 ENGRAVED PLATES  
 
8. CAMPBELL,  COLEN ; WOOLFE,  [JOHN ]  &  GANDON,  [JAMES] .  Vitruvius 
Britannicus, or, the British architect, containing the plans, elevations, and sections of the 
regular buildings, both publick and private in Great Britain... in III volumes [AND ] vol. 
IV [ AND ] vol. V. [London], [1751/1767?]; 1767; 1771. 
 

£25,000    112148 
  
THE FINEST EXAMPLE OF COUNTRY HOUSE ILLUSTRATION IN GREAT BRITAIN , INCLUDING VIEWS 

OF CASTLE HOWARD, LONGLEAT HOUSE, CHATSWORTH, AND BLENHEIM PALACE. 
 
An excellent, complete run of Colen Campbell's monumental work promoting the virtues of 
neo-Palladianism, with the two-volume continuation by John Woolfe and James Gandon 
bringing the work up to date to 1771. Finely illustrated with 390 engraved plates, including 101 
double-page views, plans and sections of palaces, country houses, government offices, and 
churches, including Inigo Jonesõ prospective plans for a new Palace of Whitehall ñ one of the 
grandest architectural conceptions of late renaissance England, of which only the Banqueting 
House was realised ñ and extensive coverage of Wren, Vanbrugh, and Campbell's own designs 
in the new English Palladian style. 
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Published in the same year as Leoniõs English edition of I quattro libri, Vitruvius Britannicus 
represents the earliest manifestation of the Palladian revival in British architectural style ñ it 
was, in fact, Campbell who kindled the flames of Burlington's interest. However, unlike Leoni, 
Campbellõs intention was to show ôthat British architecture since Inigo Jones was superior to the 
work of contemporary Continental architects, and that British architecture should henceforth 
reject òModernó practices in favour of òAncientó privilegesõ (Archer p.244).  
 
The resultant work was highly inventive, including the first published use of geometrical wall 
elevations to reveal the interiors of rooms, and the many famed abstract garden designs, which 
are drawn free of the usual distractions of people, place, and time present in typical topographic 
views. The continuation by Woolfe and Gandon (vols IV & V), which includes designs by 
Burlington, Kent, Ware, John Wood, Chambers, Adam and Paine, belongs to a much later phase 
of Palladianism, where the ôconcern was not like Campbellõs to reform English taste, but rather 
to celebrate its authorityõ (Harris & Savage, p.496). 
 
Vitruvius Britannicus remains an indispensable record of seventeenth and eighteenth-century 
English architecture, illustrating the extent to which neo-Palladianism became the approved style 
of the late renaissance whose legacy can till be observed in the architecture of many of the 
greatest houses in England and the British Isles. 
 
With excellent provenance from the library of John Pratt, Marquess of Camden (1759-1840), a 
Tory politican who served as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland during the rising. 
 
Provenance: Marquess Camden (armorial bookplate); Eric de Bellaigue (typographic bookplate). 
 
First edition of vols IV & V, later editions of vols I-III; 5 vols; folio (550 x 395 mm); 390 engraved plates 
(including 101 double-page), engraved titles in English and French (imprint and date erased in vols I-III, and ôIn 
II Volumes/En Deux Tomesõ altered to ôIn III Volumes/En Trois Tomesõ), engraved dedications, parallel text 
in English and French in double columns, subscribers list to vols IV and V only, armorial and typographic 
bookplates to front pastedown of each vol., signature incised from title top-margin of vol. II; contemporary half-
russia, marbled boards, spines ruled and lettered in gilt, joints and spine ends restored, corners slightly rubbed, 
occasional light spotting to text but generally very clean; 12; 12; 12; 12, 10pp.  
 
ESTC T50968 & T60851; Millard 10 (p.46) & 94; Harris/Savage 103 & 945; Archer 33.4 & 356.1. 
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INSCRIBED PRESENTATION COPY  
 
9. CHEESMAN,  R[ OBERT ]  E[ RNEST ] .  Lake Tana & the Blue Nile. An Abyssinian 
quest. London, Macmillan, 1936. 
 

£950    113927 
  
A fine presentation copy from the author. Cheesman was the H. M. Consul in North-west 
Abyssinia, and led this surveying expedition to Lake Tana in the course of which he became the 
first European to visit all the islands on Lake Tana. He also made the first journey from the Lake 
down the Blue Nile through entirely unexplored country to the furthest point reached by 
expeditions which had entered Abyssinia from the Sudan. 
 
Provenance: From the library of H. R. H. the Duke of Gloucester (presntation copy from the author). 
First edition. 8vo., inscribed presentation copy from the author to H. R. H. the Duke of Gloucester, xiv, 400 
pp., 48 photographic illustrations (including a folding panorama frontispiece), 2 folding maps and a plan, original 
green cloth gilt with pictorial design in gilt on upper board, original pictorial dust-wrapper, a fine copy.  
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SIGNED BY THE ARTIST  
 
10. DESCHARNES, ROBERT . The World of Salvador Dali. New York, Harper & Row, 
1962. 
 

£1,500    111818 
  
First edition of this lavishly illustrated work on the great Surrealist artist, boldly signed by Dali on 
the half-title. 
 
First edition, SIGNED BY THE ARTIST; 4to; 52 colour plates tipped in, including frontispiece, numerous black 
and white and colour illustrations in-text, light spotting to endpapers; publisherõs ivory cloth, brown lettering to 
spine and upper cover, spine tips slightly toned, with the unclipped pictorial dust-jacket, slight toning, minor 
creasing to extremities, else very good.  
 
 

EARLY EDITION IN E NGLISH  
 
11. ERASMUS, D ESIDERIUS .  Moriae Encomium; or, The 
Praise of Folly. Written originally in Latine, by Des. Erasmus 
of Rotterdam. And translated into English by John Wilson. 
Licensed, Roger LõEstrange. London, Printed for William Leak, and 
are to be sold at the Crown in Fleetstreet, between the two Temple-Gates, 
1668. 
 

£2,750    111489 
  
The first edition of John Wilsonõs English translation of this 
important work of humanist rhetoric, which satirised the 
corruption and religious hypocrisy of Europeõs elite and the 
established church. 
 

The Praise of Folly was written whilst Erasmus was staying at the house of his friend Thomas More 
in the winter of 1509 to 1510, its title ñ Moriae Encomium ñ being a deliberate play on the name 
of his host. First printed in secret in Paris in 1511, the work was not published in England until 
the translation completed by Sir Thomas Chaloner appeared in 1549. More responded with his 
own satire, Utopia, published to popular acclaim in 1516. 
 
This edition, in a new English translation by the Royalist playwright John Wilson, was published 
during a period of renewed interest in classical literature and philosophy following the 
Restoration of Charles II as King in 1660. The licenser, Roger LõEstrange, who had been 
appointed Surveyor of the Press in 1663, brought out new translations of Senecaõs Morals and 
Ciceroõs De Officiis, whilst Gilbert Burnet, the Bishop of Salisbury, produced a revised English 
language edition of Utopia to popular acclaim in 1684. 
 
ôHis inherent scepticism has led people to call Erasmus the father of eighteenth-century 
rationalism, but his rationalist attitude is that of perfect common sense, to which tyranny and 
fanaticism were alike abhorrentõ (PMM 43). 
 
From the library of Dr Howard and Linda Knohl of Fox Pointe Manor, a distinguished collector 
of early English books. 
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Provenance: Fox Pointe Collection (bookplate). 
 
First Wilson edition; small 8vo (14.5 x 9.5 cm); woodcut initials and headpieces, bookplate to rear pastedown, 
text a little toned, slight dampstaining to lower fore-edge margin, offsetting to endpaper margins; contemporary 
blind-ruled calf, spine restored, edges sprinkled red, minor wear, very good; [8], 160pp.  
 
ESTC R15059; cf PMM 43. 
 
 

 
 
FIRST SIKH WAR 
 
12. [ FIRST  SIKH  WAR].  Inscriptions on the Seikh Guns Captured by the Army of 
the Sutledge 1845-46. [Calcutta(?), circa 1847-49]. 
 

£20,000    112187 
  
Scarce and beautiful memento of the first Sikh War. The title-page gives the name of C. Gomeze 
as the designer and lithographer - probably the Christopher Gomez, of the H.C. Lithographic 
Press [Calcutta] whose marriage is noted in The Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for British and 
Foreign India (1835). Authorship has sometimes been attributed to Captain Ralph Smyth of the 
Bengal Artillery, whose extensive research into the mechanics of the guns was published as Plans 
of Ordnance Captured by the Army of the Sutledge c.1850. Each page has a highly decorative different 
all-over design, mostly of a floral pattern, in which is incorporated a Persian inscription (mostly 
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in Nastaliq script with some in Lahnda or Devanagari) taken from one of the Sikh guns captured 
by the British. 
 
Symbols of Sikh military power, the canons were manufactured between 1801 and 1839 at the 
instigation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, making the Sikh Khalsa Darbar Army the most modern 
army the East India Company ever faced in battle. The majority of the 256 guns that were 
captured during the conflict were melted down, however a few of the most ornate pieces were 
sent to Britain - some of which are still present in collections held by the Royal Arsenal, 
Woolwich; the Royal Hospital, Chelsea; and Dover Castle. 
 
First edition; 4to, 64 hand-coloured lithographed plates including title signed C. Gomeze, Script and C. Gomeze 
Lith., all printed on recto only, interleaved throughout, title with very slight mottled staining, contemporary half 
morocco gilt, gilt morocco lettering label (õInscriptions on the Captured Seikh Gunsõ) on upper cover, contemporary 
half morocco, neat repairs to upper joint and spine extremities, a very good copy.  
 

 

 
 
13. FOÀ,  EDOUARD . After Big Games in Central Africa. London, Black. 1899. 
 

£850    113836 
  
ôFoa, a Frenchman, hunted from coast to coast across central Africa with numerous sporting 
episodes... Among his trophies was an enormous elephant sporting tusks at 114ı pounds each.õ 
(Czech). 
 
Provenance: Lionel Nathan de Rothschild (1882-1942), bookplate. 
 
First edition in English. 8vo., xxvii, 330 pp., 10 pages ads at end, frontispiece, 29 plates, folding map, 
illustrations in text, original blue cloth gilt, gilt elephant head to upper cover, a fine example.  
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SUBSCRIBERõS COPY OF GOULDõS FIRST MONOGRAPH  
 
14. GOULD,  JOHN . A Monograph of the Ramphastidae; or Family of Toucans. London 
The author, 1834-35. 
 

£60,000   113756 
  
The Ramphastidae (Family of Toucans) is without doubt the finest and most comprehensive 
work on this family of birds. Lear uses colour in a fantastic (in the original sense) manner to 
convey the beauty of these birds. ôThe toucans, with their enormous beaks, have gone in for 
unimaginable transformations of their basic colours; their eyes, even, vary from bright blue to 
red. The beaks can be black, with an upper edge of pale straw yellow, or the beak is crimson red 
with a black dividing line, but sometimes the bill is green, olive green; or the lower bill a bright 
blue with green shadings.õ (Sitwell). The Toucan family is limited to Mexico, Central and South 
America and some West Indian islands; the uncoloured plate accompanies Richard Owen's final 
chapter on the anatomy of the Toucan, written especially for the work. 
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First edition.Folio (54 x 36 cm.), dedication leaf, list of subscribers, and 33 hand-coloured lithographs by and 
after Edward Lear, John and Elizabeth Gould, each heightened with gum arabic, one uncoloured lithographed 
anatomical plate by and after G. Scharf; bound contemporary half green morocco gilt, spine gilt in compartments. 
Henry Hall Gage, 4th Viscount Gage (1791-1877): named on List of Subscribers ("Gage, the Right Hon. 
Viscount, M.A., M.R.I., F.Z.S..."), with his bookplate. 
 
Anker 170; Ayer/Zimmer 252; Balis 102; Fine Bird Books 77; McGill/Wood 364; Nissen IVB 378; 
Sauer 3  
 
 

TWENTY -ONE HAND -COLOURED 

LITHOGRAPHED PLATES  
 
15. GRAHAM,  L IEUT . L UMLEY ; 
ROBINSON,  L IEUT . H UGH . Scenes 
in Kafirland, and incidents in the Kafir 
War of 1851-2-3. London, Dickinson, 1854. 
 

£6,500    113915 
  
The rare hand-coloured edition of Graham 
and Robinsonõs Scenes in Kafirland. In their 
preface the authors commend the country 
for its great beauty, Apart from views of the 
landscape, the plates show the British army 
on patrol and scenes of Kafir life; a very 
attractive work. Graham and Robinson were 
officers in the 43rd Monmouthshire 
Regiment, who served in South Africa 
December 1851 to December 1853. The 
artists' names were established by 
Mendelssohn who states 'On examination 
of Hart's Army List for 1853, it appears that 
the only officers of the 43rd Light Infantry 
answering to [the initials L.G. and H.R.]... 
were Lieutenants Lumley Graham and 
Hugh Robinson'. It is likely that Henry 

Robinson was a relative of Hugh Robinson. 
 
Provenance: Henry Robinson (signature to upper wrapper). 
 
First edition; folio (53.5 x 36 cm approx.); letterpress title, 1 page explanatory text, 21 hand-coloured 
lithographed plates on 18 leaves after sketches by the authors; original upper wrapper bound in at end, later red 
half morocco gilt for Sawyer of Grafton Street, slipcase, light discolouration to covers else a fine clean copy.  
 
Abbey Travel 344; Bobins, I, 95; Mendelssohn, I, 801. 
 

 

 
 
 


