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PRESENTATION COPY WITH AN ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH AND A DRAWING  
 
1. BEARD,  PETER . Longing for Darkness. Kamanteõs Tales from Out of Africa. With 
original photographs (January 1914ðJuly 1931) and quotations from Isak Dinesen (Karen 
Blixen). Collected by Peter Beard. New York and London, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1975. 
 

£2,750    111536 
  
PRESENTATION COPY inscribed: ôD [drawing of an ear] Patrick: Merry Christmas & Happy new 
year / (at which pt. youõll be getting 2 more of these overdue offerings) / [drawing of gift box 
and a crocodile] / warm regards / Peter (Beard)õ. Below this is a gelatin silver photograph of 
Beard with Karen Blixen mounted inside aõ Seasons Greetingsõ book of matches. 
 
Peter Beard first visited Africa at seventeen and, when returning a few years later he read Out of 
Africa (1937), the book Karen Blixen wrote under the pseudonym Isak Dinensen, on the boat 
over. Captivated by the book, he travelled to Copenhagen to visit Blixen in 1961 and again in 
1962. During this second visit, Blixen gave Beard a letter of introduction to her former 
majordomo, Kamante Gatura, a Kenyan national of the Kikuyu tribespeople. Beard suggested 
that Kamante write a book about his life with Njeri wa Kahuga (the Kikuyu name given to 
Karen Blixen). Longing for Darkness, which takes its title from Blixenõs Shadows on the Grass (1960), 
features Kamante Gaturaõs recollections of his time with Blixen and folk tales of his people; 
these were spoken into a tape recorder and were translated and transcribed by his sons, the book 
also includes his drawings, Karen Blixenõs archival photographs and Peter Beardõs photographs. 

https://shapero.com/products/beard-longing-for-darkness-presentation-1975-111536
https://shapero.com/products/beard-longing-for-darkness-presentation-1975-111536
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First edition, PRESENTATION COPY with a DRAWING AND A GELATIN SILVER PHOTOGRAPH mounted 
within a book of matches on the front free endpaper; 4to (303 x 202 mm, 12 x 8 in); black-and-white 
photographs by Peter Beard and Karen Blixen, facsimile pages from Kamante Gaturaõs recollections with 
photographs and colour drawings, layout and design by Peter Beard and Marvin Israel, afterword by Jacqueline 
Bouvier Onassis, toning to pages; tan endpapers, photo-illustrated paper-covered boards, dark grey, light rubbing 
to spine-ends and tips, illustrated price-clipped dust-jacket, light fading to spine, wear along top edge with a small 
chip to lower panel, a very good copy; [364]pp.  

 

 
 
INCLUDES THE TEXT OF THE 35-SECOND PLAY BREATH  
 
2. BECKETT,  SAMUEL .  43 autograph letters and cards to publisher Roland Hänssel.  
Paris, 1965-1989. 

£20,000    113292 
  
Two decades of correspondence from Samuel Beckett to the founder of the manus presse in 
Stuttgart, Roland Hänssel (1929-2005). 
 
The menõs relationship began in 1965 with the manus presse publication of Beckettõs Nude 
Without Words I & II, with illustrations by HM Erhardt. Their correspondence primarily deals 
with publications of Beckettõs work, including FAAW (From an Abandoned Work (1967), with 
graphics by Max Ernst, ôles gravures... me plais beaucoupõ, and Come and Go (1968), with 
illustrations by Erhardt. Most notably, the correspondence includes the complete text of 
Beckettõs 35-second play Breath, first performed in New York in 1969. There is also a note 
thanking Hªnssel for his congratulations on the Nobel Prize, as well as Beckettõs health 
problems, including eye surgery. 
 
43 individual letters, most on white card, some with Beckettõs header, and with 20 envelopes, primarily airmail 
envelopes. 



     +44-(0)20-7493 0876         www.shapero.com         rarebooks@shapero.com  

Shapero Rare Books Ltd registered in England & Wales no. 6720898 ð VAT no. GB 105103675 

 
3. BECKETT,  SAMUEL .  En attendant Godot. 
Pièce en deux actes. Paris, Les Editions de Minuit, 
1952. 
 

£2,500    112062  
  
Effectively the earliest obtainable manifestation of 
Godot. 
 
Written between October 1948 and January 1949, the 
play was not produced until January 1953, with Roger 
Blin directing at the Theatre de Babylone (the English 
language version premiered some two years later in 
London). First published in September 1952 by Les 
Editions de Minuit, ahead of the first full 
performance, only 2500 copies were printed. Thirty 
õreviewers came to the g®n®rale of En attendant Godot 
before the public opening... Contrary to later legend, 
the reviewers were kind... Some dozen reviews in daily 
newspapers range[d] from tolerant to enthusiastic... 
Reviews in the weeklies [were] longer and more 
fervent; moreover, they appeared in time to lure 

spectators to that first thirty-day runõ (Cohn, From Desire to Godot). 
 
First trade edition, first printing (only preceded by the private edition of just 35 numbered copies); small 8vo; 
somewhat browned internally as always with the papier courant issue; original wrappers printed in blue and black, 
in the very early, if not original glassine, vertical crease to backstrip, else very good.  
 
 
CELEBRATING BLACK SCIENTISTS  
 
4. [ BLACK  SCIENTISTS].  TAYLOR,  JULIUS H.  

(EDITOR ).  The Negro in Science. By the Calloway 
Hall Editorial Committee, Morgan State College. 
Baltimore, MD, Morgan State College, 1955. 
 

£350    113548 
  
First edition, first printing of this significant volume 
celebrating Black scientists, edited by prominent physicist 
Julius H. Taylor (1914-2011). 
 
Taylor earned his masterõs degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1941 and remained at the school as a 
research assistant in a field so cutting edge that its name ñ 
solid state physics ñ was not coined until six years later. He 
earned his PhD in 1950 with a dissertation on the properties 
of germanium (Krapp, Notable Black American Scientists, p. 
293). 
 

https://shapero.com/products/samuel-beckett-en-attendant-godot-first-trade-edition-112062
https://shapero.com/products/julius-taylor-negro-in-science-first-edition-1955-113548
https://shapero.com/products/samuel-beckett-en-attendant-godot-first-trade-edition-112062
https://shapero.com/products/julius-taylor-negro-in-science-first-edition-1955-113548
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In 1949 Taylor was appointed professor of physics at Morgan State College (now Morgan State 
University), becoming chair of the department the following year. This volume, which he edited, 
was published to celebrate the dedication of the schoolõs new science quadrangle.  
 
As the introduction explains, ôThat Negroes have made important contributions to the field of 
the natural sciences is an important fact of which neither the lay public nor scientists themselves 
are fully cognizant. The primary purposes of this volume, then, are to lay before a larger public 
the achievements of a little-known group of scientists, and to call attention to the valuable 
resource constituted by the racial group from which these scientists comeõ. 
 
The contents include fifteen academic articles in four subjects: biology, chemistry, physics, and 
mathematics, as well as an introduction by physicist Herman R. Branson, a short analysis of 
current trends in scientific education for Black Americans, and a biographical dictionary. Among 
the authors represented are W. Montague Cobb, James H.M. Henderson, James Bonner, Samuel 
M. Nabrit, Lloyd N. Ferguson, David Blackwell, J. Ernest Wilkins, Jr., and Warren E. Henry. 
 
First edition; 8vo; illustrations within the text, light dampstain and spotting in the gutter between the title page 
and foreword, and a few other light spots to the early leaves, edges of text block spotted; original blue cloth, titles to 
spine gilt, spine rolled, head of spine bumped, a very good copy in the original plain dust jacket that is a little 
rubbed with some marks, small chips, and short closed tears; 192pp.  

 
 

 
5. BLIXEN,  KAREN .  Out of Africa. London, 
Putnam, 1937. 

£7,500    109349 
  
The UK edition precedes the much more 
common Random House printing. Memorably 
filmed. This is by far the best copy we have 
handled. 
 
Out of Africa is Karen Blixenõs memoir of her years 
in Africa, from 1914 to 1931, on a four-thousand-
acre coffee plantation in the hills near Nairobi. 
She had come to Kenya from Denmark with her 
husband, and when they separated she stayed on 
to manage the farm by herself, visited frequently 
by her lover, the big-game hunter Denys Finch-
Hatton, for whom she would make up stories ôlike 
Scheherazadeõ. In Africaõ I learned how to tell 
talesõ, she recalled many years later. ôThe natives 
have an ear still. I told stories constantly to them, 
all kinds.õ Her account of her African adventures, 
written after she had lost her beloved farm and 

returned to Denmark, is that of a master storyteller, a woman whom John Updike called ôone of 
the most picturesque and flamboyant literary personalities of the centuryõ._ 
 
First edition, first impression, first issue dust jacket without reviews for this title on the rear panel; 8vo; publisherõs 
red cloth, titles to spine gilt; with the pictorial dust jacket, spine very slightly rolled but a superb copy in the nicked 
dust jacket.  

https://shapero.com/products/isak-dinesen-karen-blixen-out-africa-1937-first-109349
https://shapero.com/products/isak-dinesen-karen-blixen-out-africa-1937-first-109349
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FIRST EDITION OF BOWLESõ FIRST NOVEL  
 
6. BOWLES, PAUL . The Sheltering Sky. London, 
John Lehmann, 1949. 
 

£2,250    100132 
  
The first edition of the authorõs first novel, a landmark 
title in modern literature, and in many ways a progenitor 
of Beat fiction. An American coupleõs relationship 
struggles to survive when exposed to the expanse and 
alien culture of North Africa. 
 
First edition, first printing; 8vo; previous ownerõs initials to front 
free endpaper, last leaf with chip to fore-edge from clumsy opening 
presumably at time of publication, overall internally fine; publisherõs 
grey cloth, slightly sunned at spine ends and corner tips, dust-jacket 
by Fred Uhlman, slight wear to fore-corners of front panel and 
spine ends, overall a very good, bright example.  

 
 

 
 
 
BRASSAÏõS FIRST TWO BOOKS INSCRIBED TO EMIEL VAN M OERKERKEN  
PARIS DE N UIT WITH A REDACTED COVER  
 
7. BRASSAÏ (PSEUD.  HALASZ,  GYULA ).  Paris de Nuit [WITH ] Voluptes de Paris; 
[AND ] VAN MOERKERKEN, Emiel. Portrait of Brassaï; [AND ] BRASSAÏ. Paris de 
Nuit.  Paris, [1932; 1934]; 1936 [but printed 1991]; [1932]. 
 

£9,750    111551 

https://shapero.com/products/paul-bowles-sheltering-sky-first-edition-100132
https://shapero.com/products/111551
https://shapero.com/products/111551
https://shapero.com/products/paul-bowles-sheltering-sky-first-edition-100132
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Van Moerkerken or perhaps even Brassaï has removed and discarded the text pages with Paul 
Morandõs introduction to Paris de Nuit, and has placed black tape over Morandõs name on the 
cover. Brassaµ was furious that Morandõs name was printed on the cover in a typeface almost 
twice the size as the rest of the text, suggesting that Morand was the bookõs author.  
 
Contemporary reviews of Paris de Nuit pointed out that Brassaµõs photographs were far superior 
to Morandõs text, with Le Temps stating, ôWhen the name of Paul Morand will be long forgotten, 
Brassaµõs photographs will still be living and precious documents.õ 
 
Presentation copy of Brassaµõs second book, inscribed to Dutch photographer and filmmaker 
Emiel van Moerkerken: 'à mon cher Van Moerkerken / ces malheureux "plasirs" qui ont mérités 
/ un meilleur sort / Brassaµ / Paris [1]938.õ ['to my dear Van Moerkerken / these unfortunate 
"pleasures" who deserved / a better fate / Brassaï / Paris [1]938.'] 
 
Voluptés de Paris is Brassaï's scarcest title. Disappointed after the publication of Paris de Nuit 
(1932) failed to bring either the extra income or new commissions that he had hoped for, Brassaï 
began publishing some of his more risqué photographs in magazines such as Scandale, Secrets de 
Paris, and Paris Magazine. The publisher of Paris Magazine was Léon Vidal, who also owned 
Librairie de la Lune and the Diana Slip lingerie company; for a time, he was Brassaï's best 
customer. In August 1932, Vidal and Brassai signed a contract to publish a book called 'Paris 
Intime', intended to be similar in format to Paris de Nuit with a text by Pierre Mac Orlan. The 
project drifted as the relationship between Brassai and Vidal deteriorated, and two years later, 
Vidal published Voluptes de Paris without any involvement on Brassaï's part. Brassaï disowned the 
book, as inferred in the inscription, and when many of these photographs were later included in 
The Secret Paris of the Thirties (1976), he claimed that this would be the first time they were 
published. 
 
Copies of Voluptés de Paris exist in versions comprising either 48 or 40 pages. Although the exact 
reason and time this censorship or change occurred is unclear, being ring-bound, removing four 
leaves without disturbing the others would have been easy. This copy has the full complement of 
48 pages. 
 

 

https://shapero.com/products/111551
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Provenance: Emiel van Moerkerken (inscribed by Brassai). 
 
ôParis de Nuit. Paris, £dition Arts et M®tiers Graphiques, [1932]õ: First edition, presentation copy inscribed by 
Brassaï on the first page with a gelatin silver photograph by Emiel van Moerkerken mounted on the front cover, 
verso (107 x 77 mm, 4¼ x 3 in); 4to (248 x 192 mm, 9¾ x 7½ in); black-and-white photographs printed in 
gravure by Draeger, light offsetting to first page, four leaves with Morand's text removed; photo-illustrated spiral-
bound card covers, titles printed in red, wear to edges, handling creases, top and bottom tabs lost, Morand's name 
and the editor and series information on the upper side covered in black tape; Emiel Van Moerkenen's ownership 
signature and bookplate on the first page; [76]pp. 
 
ôVolupt®s de Paris. Paris, Paris-Publications, [1934]õ: First edition, the complete version with 46 photographs, 
presentation copy inscribed on rear cover, recto; 4to (271 x 209 mm, 10¾ x 8¼ in); black-and-white 
photographs printed in relief halftone by G. Desgrandchamps, tabs torn; printed card covers, red, title in white and 
black, light fading to edges, chip to top corner at head, originally bound with five plastic rings, now missing and 
partially tied with thread, Emiel Van Moerkenen's bookplate to verso of front cover, his ownership signature 
dated Paris Sep '38 to first page; [48]pp.  
 
Portrait of Brassaï: Gelatin silver photograph (244 x 347 mm, 9½ x 13¾ in), signed and titled in pencil on 
verso. 
 
ôParis de Nuitõ: First edition; 4to (248 x 192 mm, 9ĳ x 7ı in); black-and-white photographs printed in 
gravure by Draeger, light offsetting to first page; photo-illustrated spiral-bound card covers, titles printed in red, 
light wear, handling creases, tear to first tab, a very good copy; [76]pp.  
 
[Paris de Nuit] Regards à travers Le Livre 57; Brassai: Letters to My Parents pp207-8; Fotografia Pública 
100-3; The Book of 101 Books pp76-7; The Photobook: A History I, p134; The Open Book pp110-1; Auer 
collection p198; Paris: Les Livres de photographies pp116-21; [Volupté de Paris] Regards à travers Le Livre 
61; Auer collection p214; Paris: Les Livres de photographies pp136-7. 
 

 

 
 

https://shapero.com/products/111551
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8. BRIGGS, RAYMOND . The Snowman. London, Hamish Hamilton, 1978. 
 

£350    113964 
  
Raymond Briggsõ most well-known and beloved story, subsequently adapted for television in 
1982, for which it was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film, and the 
stage in 1986. There was also a sequel, The Snowman and the Snowdog (2012). 
 
First edition; small folio; colour illustrations throughout; publisherõs pictorial boards, very minor wear including 
slight bumping to spine ends, otherwise a near-fine copy with none of the usual toning to the endpapers.  

 

 

https://shapero.com/products/raymond-briggs-the-snowman-first-edition-111278
https://shapero.com/products/raymond-briggs-the-snowman-first-edition-111278
https://shapero.com/products/raymond-briggs-the-snowman-first-edition-111278
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THE RARE FIRST AMERICAN BOOK ON NEUROLOGY  
 
9. BRIGHAM,  AMARIAH . An Inquiry Concerning the 
Diseases and Functions of the Brain, the Spinal Cord, and the 
Nerves. New York, George Adelard, 1840. 
 

£1,750    113169 
  
The rare first edition of the first American neurology book. 
 
Psychiatrist Amariah Brigham (1798-1849) was the first director of 
the Utica Psychiatric Center, a founding member of what would 
become the American Psychiatric Association, and editor of the 
organisationõs journal, now titled the American Journal of Psychiatry. In 
this volume he ôdiscussed the structure and function of the brain, 
medulla, spinal cord, and cranial nerves. Although most of the 
clinical portions of the book deal with mental diseases, he did 
discuss inflammation of the brain, apoplexy, epilepsy, tinnitus, 
chorea, delirium tremens, and tic douloureuxõ (DeJong, History of 
American Neurology, p. 8) 
 

First edition; foxing and uneven tanning to contents; original green cloth blocked in blind, title to spine gilt, yellow 
endpapers, worm hole through the hinge and joint, two pieces of the spine laid back down, wear at the head and 
tail, corners worn, cloth rubbed and marked, a very good copy; 327pp.  

 

 
 
LARGE PAPER COPY WITH THREE GRAVURE PRINTS  
 
10. [ CAHUN,  CLAUDE (PSEUD. SCHWOB, L UCY)];  LEPERLIER,  FRANÇOIS . 
Claude Cahun lõ®cart et la m®tamorphose. Paris, Jean-Michel Place, 1992. 
 

£3,250    113413 

https://shapero.com/products/amariah-brigham-diseases-functions-brain-first-edition-1840-113169
https://shapero.com/products/claude-cahun-with-three-prints-1992-113413
https://shapero.com/products/claude-cahun-with-three-prints-1992-113413
https://shapero.com/products/amariah-brigham-diseases-functions-brain-first-edition-1840-113169

