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‘REWARD’ NOVELS
The Jarndyce Collection of ‘Reward’ Novels includes a total of 1609 items, the great majority of which were 
published specifically as gift or prize books for school children.   Within the collection, 726 items include 
prize labels and a further 342 are recorded as having prize or presentation inscriptions, either presented by a 
teacher to their pupil or a parent or family member to their child.  

Dating from the mid 1870s to the first quarter of the 19th century, the collection represents an unrepeatable 
opportunity for research.  Built up over many years by a collector in Lancashire, the collection provides a 
life-time holding of children’s school-time literature and the opportunity to study both the physical object - 
the evolution of bindings and specially commissioned illustrations - and the histories portrayed by the labels 
and inscriptions within them.  As with other large collections sold by Jarndyce, this is, within the context of 
today’s market, a collection that is very unlikely to be repeated.  

726 PRIZE LABELS

342 GIFT OR PRIZE INSCRIPTIONS

THE PRICE

The price for the entire collection of 1609 items is £25,000.


